

ECO Secretary General calls on the President/Chief Executive of Pakistan.



ECO Secretary General, Dr. Abdolrahim Gavahi, undertook his first official visit to Pakistan from 28-31 August, 2000. During the visit he called on the Chief Executive/President of Pakistan General Pervez Musharraf, Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Petroleum and Natural Resources and Secretaries (Deputy Ministers) of the Ministries of Foreign Affairs, Communications and Commerce.



In his meeting, the Chief Executive assured the Secretary General of Pakistan’s strong support for regional cooperation in energy, trade and transport linkages among the ECO Member States. In this context, the President Musharraf made a particular mention of the ongoing Iran-Pakistan cooperation on the Iran-India Gas Pipeline Project and expressed full support for the implementation of this project.

      
The President urged the Secretary General to accelerate the pace of regional economic cooperation among the ECO countries, particularly between Central Asian Republics (CARs) and the Founding Members to facilitate integration of economies to shield the newly independent Republics from the outside regional forces which are trying to pull them away from each other.



ECO Secretary General thanked the President for his warm welcome and his thought-provoking ideas to further promote regional economic cooperation in the ECO region. He held out an assurance that the ECO Secretariat would do its best to forge cooperation among the Member States. 

    He reiterated that the Government of Pakistan attaches great importance to the intensification of interaction among ECO member states for the realization of its objectives. We are committed to building ECO as a model for regional cooperation. Working  closely with our other partners, we are resolved to spare no effort in making this Organization a success.

In his message, the Foreign Minister reaffirmed Pakistan’s enduring commitment to continue to work in closer concert with its partners to help strengthen the ECO. The Foreign Minister, in particular, emphasized the promotion of trade relations among the Member States through initiation of market studies and analysis to discover new ideas and trading possibilities. He also stressed the early finalization  of oil and gas pipeline routes which, if operationalized, would transform the economies of not only the potential producers of these energy resources but the entire membership of ECO.
       
In his meeting with the Minister for Petroleum and Natural Resources of Pakistan, both sides reviewed the arrangements being made for the forthcoming first ECO Ministerial Meeting on Energy and Petroleum Resources to be held in Pakistan on 6-8 November, 2000.

With the senior officials of the Ministry of Communication, the Secretariat’s delegation raised issues such as Pakistan’s ratification of Transit Transport Framework Agreement, nomination of Pakistan’s representative on the ECO Permanent Commission on Transport and Communications (PCTC) and establishment of inter-ministerial commission for facilitation of international trade and transport. The Secretary of Communications offered to provide training facilities to ECO Member States including specially tailored courses in the field of transport at the   National Transport Research Centre Islamabad and the Chartered Institute of Transport, Karachi.


In addition, ECO Secretary General,  paid courtesy calls on the Foreign Secretary and Additional Secretary Ministry of Foreign Affairs and discussed various matters of mutual interest and regional significance. 

Calls on Turkish  President in Ankara

    
Dr. Abdolrahim Gavahi, ECO Secretary General, paid a courtesy call on the Turkish President, H.E. Necdet Sezer. Both sides highlighted the shared values among the ECO member States that has created the best background for cooperation in the region, in sectors such as Trade, Transportation, Energy and Drug Control. Dr. Gavahi added that though there were some sectoral differences among the ECO Member Countries but still there existed vast background of cooperation in many fields. 

President Sezer also touched upon the membership of the ECO Member States in WTO, pointing out that their activities in this regard should lead to the membership of the other ECO Member States that still had not acceded to WTO. In this respect, he requested the ECO Secretariat to take up the issue with the WTO Secretariat.

In Ankara, ECO Secretary General  also called on the Turkish Prime Minister H.E. Mr. Bulent Ecevit and held a meeting with senior officials in the Turkish Foreign Office. He gave a detailed briefing on ECO activities and the ongoing programmes. The Turkish Prime Minister said that Turkey’s growing ties with EU would not be at the cost of ECO.
UN Millennium Summit
The Secretariat delegation headed by Secretary General, Dr. Abdolrahim Gavahi participated in the Millennium Summit held at the UN Headquarters on 6-8 September 2000. In his address ECO Secretary General highlighted the scope and potential of cooperation between the two organizations and the achievements so far reached in this regard. He recalled the Tehran Declaration issued at the 6th ECO Summit reaffirming the collective commitment of the Member States to a prosperous ECO Region and hoped to achieve progress in priority areas of trade, transport, energy, etc.

Visit to the World Bank
     The Secretary General ECO visited the World Bank Headquarters in Washington  on 13 – 15 September, 2000. During the visit, he had useful meetings with Mr. Sven Sandstorm,  Managing Director of the Bank, and three Vice-Presidents namely Mr. Johannes F. Linn, Vice-President for Europe and Central Asia, Mr. Kamal Dervish Vice-President for Policy Planning and Mr. Vinod Thomas, Head of the World Bank Institute/Vice-President. In these meetings, two sides agreed that there existed large scope and complementarities between the two organizations in their development agenda for the ECO region. The Secretary General assured the Bank officials that he would soon assign a Focal Point at the ECO Secretariat to deal exclusively with the World Bank matters in the areas of mutual interest. 

     Secretary General visits Turkmenistan


Dr. Abdolrahim Gavahi, Secretary General paid an official visit to 
Turkmenistan on November 20-22, 2000. During the two-day visit, ECO Secretary General called on high ranking officials of Turkmenistan.


In his meeting with H.E. Mr. S. Niyazov, President of Turkmenistan, Secretary General briefed him about the activities of ECO. He particularly focused on oil, gas and energy projects and the progress made by ECO towards their implementation in accordance with the Tehran Declaration.


Since Turkmenistan attaches great importance to the ECO economic integration, the Secretary General proposed several measures to harness projects in these sectors and underlined that the foremost attention be given to establishment of regional system of energy support as well as oil and gas pipeline projects.


In response, President Niyazov said that it was the most opportunate time to set up strategic parameters of partnership for supply of hydrocarbons to all Member States . Projects concerning oil and gas pipelines enjoy priority withTurkmenistan, he added.


In a separate meeting,      Mr. Khudaiguly Khalicov, Deputy Chairman of the Cabinet Ministers expressed the hope that as in the previous meetings Turkmenistan’s experts would actively participate in all ECO activities particularly in transport and communication sector. 


ECO Secretary General also called on  Dortguly Aidogdiev, Trade Minister of Turkmenistan and exchanged views on trade issues. Secretary General emphasized the key role of this sector and informed the Trade Minister that the opening of the ECO Bank is under consideration. Once the Bank becomes operational, it would undoubtedly have positive impact on all ECO Member States. Secretary General reminded the Trade Minister that the Framework Agreement on Trade Cooperation between ECO Member-States was signed in March 2000 in Tehran by all ECO Member States, except Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. 


ECO Secretary General further informed the Trade Minister about Joint ECO/ITC Project on Trade Promotion in ECO region and the two workshops to be held in this regard; (i) Buyers and Sellers meeting on the Selection of Goods; and (ii) Trade flow analysis. Secretary General requested the Trade Minister of Turkmenistan to nominate the focal point of Turkmenistan on Trade and provide the ECO Secretariat with complete details of the nominees. 
      ECO Secretary General then called on H.E. Mr. Batyr Berdyev, Foreign Minister of Turkmenistan and exchanged views and proposals on the development and enhancement of the regional cooperation among ECO Member-States. The Foreign Minister, while underlining the importance of the regional cooperation in all sectors, pointed out that if all the Member States felt motivated enough to implement all recommendations and decisions, the ECO objectives would be attained sooner.

Message of the ECO Secretary General
         Since my assumption of the post of the Secretary General on 13 August, 2000, I have nurtured a keen desire to transform ECO into a pro-active regional organization with the assistance of the Member States. My visits to Pakistan, Turkey and Turkmenistan have greatly encouraged me in my resolve as I have been assured of strong support and commitment at the highest level to ECO aims and objectives. I was elated by the high sense of dedication at the working level in respective Ministries towards realization of ECO’s objectives in priority areas. I am confident that during my forthcoming visits to the remaining countries my experience would not be dissimilar. Nevertheless, I am aware of the pitfalls and hurdles in our struggle to realize our ambitious goals. 

In the past few months we have been able to establish as well as renew our ties with a number of international organizations, including IDB,UNDP, UNESCAP, UNCTAD, OSCE and the World Bank. We intend to launch a sustainable campaign to tap international sources for funding early implementation of ECO projects. I, along with my staff, wish the readers very happy Eid and New Millennium. God may bless our efforts to expand our cooperative ties among us.

                        Dr. Abdolrahim Gavahi

                         Ambassador/

                        Secretary General
Energy Ministerial Meeting
The First ECO Ministerial Meeting on Energy/Petroleum was held in Islamabad (Pakistan) on November 8, 2000 preceded by the Meeting of the Senior Energy/Petroleum Officials (6-7 November, 2000). The Meeting was attended by the delegations of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Islamic Republic of Iran, Republic of Kazakhstan, Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Republic of Turkey and Turkmenistan. The ECO Secretariat’s delegation also attended the Meeting. 
The Meeting was inaugurated by His Excellency Mr. Mohammad Rafiq Tarar, President of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan. The  Minister for Petroleum & Natural Resources of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan and Secretary General of ECO  welcomed the delegates to the First ECO Ministerial Meeting on Energy/Petroleum and stressed the importance of cooperation amongst the Member States in this vital field.

      The Ministers/Heads of delegations presented their statements covering national policies and programmes in the field of Energy/Petroleum as well as their respective development plans and project

        The Ministerial meeting, after consideration, adopted the Joint Statement on Cooperation in Energy/Petroleum in the ECO Region and the Plan of Action for Energy/Petroleum Cooperation in the ECO Region (2001-2005) finalized by the preceding  Senior Officials Meeting.

       The meeting noted with appreciation the recent Islamic Development Bank’s decision to provide a Technical Assistance Grant to ECO  to support carrying out feasibility study for the project on Interconnection and Parallel Functioning of the Electric Power Systems of the ECO Member States.
    It was resolved that the Second Ministerial Meeting on Energy/Petroleum should take place in the year 2002.  The head of Iranian delegation offered to host this event.  

HLEG  Meeting on removal of Tariff and Non-Tariff Barriers in the ECO Region
         The High level Expert Group  (HLEG) was established by the relevant policy organs of ECO (i.e. the 6th CECC, 7th RPC and COM Meetings) in 1997 in order to find new mechanism and approaches to enhance intra-regional trade. It has so far held two meetings. The first meeting was held in Tehran (Iran) in 1998 and the second was held in Karachi ( Pakistan ) in 1999.

       The First ECO Ministerial Meeting on Trade tasked the Group to draft a comprehensive trading arrangement, which shall incorporate agreed time frames for freeing trade, measures to facilitate trade, and provisions to ensure equitable distribution of benefits of trade to all Member States.

       In the course of the 3rd Meeting held on 22-23 November ,2000  in Ankara, the HLEG considered developments in trade situation in the region and discussed the basic principles and modalities of future ECO Trade Agreement (ECOTA). Based on these discussion, the Member States agreed to submit their respective versions of the agreement to the ECO Secretariat which will integrate the proposals into a single draft document to be discussed at the next HLEG meeting.  

ECO Council of Ministers’ Informal Meeting

The annual informal meeting of the ECO Council of Ministers  was held on the sideline of the 55th UN General Assembly session in New York on 18 September, 2000. The meeting which was attended by the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the ECO Member States, their Permanent Representatives and the Secretary General of ECO adopted a draft Resolution on Cooperation between the United  Nations and ECO. In  the meeting, ECO Ministers expressed satisfaction with the ongoing cooperation between ECO and Specialized Agencies of the UN system. The ECO Secretary General briefed the Ministerial Meeting on the main activities of the Organization, touching upon, inter alia, the enhanced interaction between the ECO and other regional and international organizations. The Ministers also discussed matters pertaining to the annual Joint Ministerial Meeting between ASEAN and ECO.
    ECO Day Celebrated – Warm Messages received


Since ECO’s expansion on 28 November 1992, when seven new Member States joined the Organization, ECO commemorates the occasion on 28 November each year.



His Excellency Dr. Abdolrahim Gavahi, ECO Secretary General, hosted a reception on the eve of the 28 November 2000. Guests including Ambassadors, Commercial Counsellors of the ECO Member States based in Tehran , Iranian authorities from the Ministry of foreign Affairs, ECO Focal Points and other officials attended the reception.


On the same occasion, the Secretary  General  gave an interview to the Iranian and foreign press based in Tehran which was also broadcasted on the Iranian Radio and Television. In his felicitation message to the Secretary General, the President of Pakistan said that our organization has come a long way in pursuit of its goals and objectives since the historic decision of 1992, which transformed ECO from a tripartite entity to a vibrant regional organization of ten member states. Increased interaction with the UN and other international and regional bodies has brought added recognition and prestige to the ECO.


He further said that the opportunities before us are immense. We are richly endowed with human and material resources. The opening of multiple new trade routes, the establishment of a network of oil and gas pipelines and the full development of the regional communication infrastructure will herald an unprecedented era of economic growth and development in the region and, in its wake, bring prosperity, stability and well being for some three hundred million energetic and industrious people.

     The Chief Executive of Pakistan conveyed heartiest congratulations to the governments and peoples of the ECO member states, on the auspicious occasion of ECO Day. We commemorate today the historic transformation of ECO from a trilateral entity into a major regional organization  of  10  member states,  he said

        
ECO represents a sizeable region of great geo-political importance with immense potential for mutually beneficial interaction among member states. We have made an impressive start by evolving a comprehensive plan of work for promotion of closer economic links between our ECO member states. The new millennium offers both opportunities and challenges. It is for us to demonstrate the collective determination to translate our hopes and aspirations into reality and take concerted action through closer cooperation so as to usher in an era of greater regional progress and prosperity. Given the continued commitment and political will of its members states to strive for mutual benefit, I am confident that ECO would continue to serve as an increasingly effective entity for promoting peace and development in the twenty-first century.


The President of Turkmenistan also expressed heartiest congratulations to the Secretary General on the occasion of ECO Day – the Day of the Organization, which during the years of its existence has turned into an important factor of regional cooperation and an effective instrument of promoting constructive interactions among its Member States.

The President of the Republic of Turkey in his message extended heartfelt congratulations on the occasion of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) Day. He said that today through the joint endeavours and commitments of its state members, ECO constitutes an exemplary model of economic cooperation among the countries of a large geographical area for the well-being of our nations, endowed with considerable economic, social and cultural potential.

     The Minister for Foreign Affairs of  Islamic Republic of Iran in his message stated that after restructuring and completion of employing the required staff, ECO has now achieved a desirable administrative structure as a competent regional organization. He hoped that these possibilities accompanied by the Secretary General’s managerial skills will provide the necessary ground for the realization of objectives, plans and also an effective presence of ECO in international arena. Islamic Republic of Iran, as one of the founding members and the host country of ECO Secretariat, with the cooperation of other Member States, while providing the necessary ground for the implementation of the ECO approved agreements, has made its highest endeavours to provide the Secretariat with its initiatives and also has helped to resolve its deficiencies, he emphasized

       The Foreign Minister further said that the Islamic Republic of Iran while reiterating its strong belief in the principles and objectives of ECO, has always emphasized on the necessity of strengthening ECO both in quantitative and qualitative forms.

Heads of Rail Authorities make progress on TTFA


The 5h Meeting of the Heads of ECO Railway Authorities held in Almaty (Kazakhstan) on 19-21 September, 2000 was attended by delegations from the Republic of Azerbaijan, Islamic Republic of Iran, Republic of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Republic of Tajikistan, Republic of Turkey and Turkmenistan as well as representatives of the ECO Secretariat. 


The delegations presented Country reports on implementation of the decisions taken in the previous meeting as well as the readiness of national railways to ensure early implementation of the relevant provisions of the Transit Transport Framework Agreement (TTFA) of 1998 and its Annexes and formal presentation of the proposed railway transit routes.


They also briefed the meeting on the  implementation of the Action Plan for opening of the first stage of International Passenger Traffic on Almaty-Tashkent-Tehran-Istanbul route. The format of ECO railway tickets also came under discussion. It was recommended that it should be worked out on the basis of OSZhD’s tickets and printed in English, Russian and national languages.

 Besides, the meeting discussed the launching of a Demonstration Container Train from Almaty to Istanbul and in this regard set up a special working group to undertake preparatory work. Other railway related facilities including the utilization of information technology and the use of experts from ECO Member States and UNCTAD, OSZhD and UIC for improving organization of railway transport system in the ECO region was also considered.


The Government of Azerbaijan was requested to hold the next meeting in the second half of September, 2001.
International Passenger Traffic route – Meeting held in Tehran


The 1st Task-Force Meeting for opening of international passenger traffic on Almaty-Tashkent-Tehran-Istanbul route took place in Tehran on 21-31 October, 2000. The following draft documents were agreed:

i) The MOU among the railway administrations of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Republic of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Republic of Tajikistan, Republic of Turkey, Turkmenistan and Republic of Uzbekistan for opening of international passenger traffic on Almaty-Tashkent-Tehran-Istanbul route of the Trans-Asian Railway main line;

ii)
The agreed schedule and the composition of train (according to this schedule the 1st pilot train shall depart from Almaty on 11 January, 2001).

iii)
The agreed schedule of payments for transportation of passengers, luggage, cargo-luggage and changing of boogies;

iv)
The agreed format of travelling and transportation documents;

v)
The common travelling terms and conditions of the international train.
ECO-ASEAN Ministerial Meeting

The Sixth Joint ECO-ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Meeting was held in ECOSOC Chambers of the UN Headquarters on 20 September 2000. The meeting was attended by the Foreign Ministers and Permanent Representatives of the Member States of the two organizations.

The meeting opened with the statements from His Royal Highness Prince Muhammad Bolkiah, Foreign Minister of Brunei Darussalam (Co-Chairman) and from His Excellency Dr. Kamal Kharrazi, the Foreign Minister of the Islamic Republic of Iran (Co-Chairman). In their statements, the two Ministers emphasized the great potential and scope that existed between the two regional organizations for a mutually beneficial cooperation especially in the fields of trade, investment and energy.

      The second half of the meeting was conducted   by   H. E.  Dr. Adeli, Deputy Foreign Minister for Economic affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran (ECO side) and H. E. Mr. Osman Patru, Deputy Permanent Secretary in the Foreign Ministry of Brunei Darussalam (ASEAN side).  The Secretaries-General of the two organizations also expressed their views in the meeting and decided to exchange visits between the two Secretariats in order to evolve modalities for mutual cooperation.
  UNDP for Close Cooperation with ECO
    Ms. Maxine Olson, Chief South-West Asia Division, UNDP-New York,  paid a visit to the ECO secretariat on October 21, 2000 to exchange views on the implementation of the ongoing UNDP Capacity Building Project of the ECO Secretariat. During the meeting, the three Deputy   Secretaries General briefed the UNDP delegation on the status of the implementation of the project and pointed out their views on how to facilitate  further implementation of joint projects. In  continuation,  the ECO   Directors discussed  with the   delegation  the     issue of implementation of the project. The UNDP delegation  paid a courtesy call on  H. E. Dr. Abdolrahim Gavahi, ECO Secretary General and thanked him for the arrangements made for the meeting. The delegation also visited the computer centre and the library to be familiarized with the computerization and automation done under the UNDP assistance.  
To conduct one of the consultancies the “Technical Writing in English” for ECO staff within the framework of the above-mentioned UNDP Project, Miss Jennifer June Thain, consultant of UNDP-Laos,  arrived  at the ECO Secretariat-Tehran, on 28 October  2000.  Miss Thain  completed her mission on 8th  November, 2000. She presented a  report titled “Technical Writing Skills at the ECO Secretariat”.  
Establishing Islamic Common Market

The expert group meeting on Implications of Establishing an Islamic Common Market was held on 13-14 Oct. 2000 in Qatar Chamber of Commerce. The ECO Secretariat along with OIC Member States and OIC affiliated agencies and institutions, were invited to participate in the Group’s deliberations. 
Since the launching of the idea of establishing an Islamic Common Market during the Eighth OIC Summit in Tehran in 1997, this was the first meeting to formally discuss the issue with the objective of formulating recommendations for higher decision making bodies of OIC.

The underlying concept of an Islamic Common Market, which is mainly to create a large market for exchanging goods and services among Islamic countries, is to potentially boost intra-OIC trade. 

Seminar on Trade & Investment Information Network

The second Seminar on Trade & Investment Information Networking in the ECO Region was held in Antalya, Turkey on 26-27 October, 2000. It was attended, among others, by the delegates from all the Member States except Afghanistan. Representatives from WTO, ITC and ESCAP also participated in the said Seminar. 


The participants of the Seminar were informed of the  recent study conducted by the ITC on trade potential of the ECO region. Based on the intra-regional trade flow analyses carried out by the study, the indicative trade potential of the region was estimated at US$ 16 billion. With the intra-regional trade at US$ 4 billion in 1998, the study showed that the region was trading much below its trade potential. 


The need for creating more awareness about such opportunities, among the business communities of the Member States was emphasized. Towards this end, ECO Secretariat’s plans to build up a database were also unveiled. 

The following recommendations were made by the distinguished  delegates from the Member States and the International Organizations:
a.   The nomintion of ECO Trade Net Focal Points should be notified by the National Governments of Member States to the ECO Secretariat within two-month time;
b.
In order to make a matter directory of the ECO Business Enterprises, the participants were urged to ensure submission of their respective Trade Directories to the ECO Secretariat by the end of December, 2000;
c.
In order to avoid duplication of efforts and information overlap, it was decided to establish hyperlinks with the data bases of trade-related International/Regional Organizations as well as regional institutions, wherever possible; 

d.
In order to upgrade and improve the trade information services in ACAMs, the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Republic of Turkey volunteered to render their assistance in this regard. A programme for such assistance would be devised in consultation with them; 

e.
The representative of the ITC, Mr. Ancel agreed, in principle, that ITC will provide assistance to the ECO Secretariat in building its capacity with regard to trade information networking. A proposal in this regard will be sent to the ITC by the ECO Secretariat; 

f.
The ITC and ESCAP also agreed to assist the ECO Secretariat in devising a Plan of Action for developing the ECO Trade Net into a regional trade information resource; 

g. Recommendations were also made to attract and encourage trade inquiries/opportunities by making the ECO Trade Net more responsive to their business communities’ needs.  


Joint Programmes with International/Regional Organizations

i) OPEC: The ECO Secretariat Delegation headed by the Secretary General on their way to New York for participation in the Millennium Summit, had a meeting with OPEC Secretary General Mr. Lukman Rilwanu on 4 September, 2000. ECO Secretary General discussed with the OPEC Chief matters pertaining to exchange of information and training for officials from the ECO Member States. The Secretary General also had a meeting with Director General of OPEC Fund, Dr. S. Abdullahi, on 5 September, 2000.

ii) UNICTRAL : On 6 September 2000, Secretary General met with Mr. Gerald Koffman, Head of the United Nation’s International Commission on Trade Law (UNICTRAL) The UNICTRAL Chief expressed interest in organizing a seminar for the ECO Member States in order to acquaint them with trade practices, arbitration and other aspects of private commercial law.

iii) UN ODCCP: In a separate development, Secretary General visited Vienna from 4 to 6 October, 2000. The visit was made upon an official invitation from Mr. Pino Arlacchi, UN ODCCP Executive Director. The meeting provided the ECO delegation an opportunity to review the ongoing activities between the two organizations, including the appraisal of the ongoing ECO-UNDCP Project of Drug Control Coordination Unit, which is operational at the ECO Secretariat since July 1999. The two sides exchanged views on the outlines for the second phase of the Project, which is expected to start early next year.

Participation in Tehran International Trade Fair

The 26th Tehran International Trade Fair was held on 1-8 October, 2000.  A large number of companies from the Member States put on display their latest technical and industrial achievements and products.

     The ECO Secretariat as in the past six   years     participated    in     this exhibition, A pavilion of approximately 160 square meters was given to the ECO Secretariat free of charge by the Export Promotion Center of Iran. The ECO Cultural Institute was also present at the ECO pavilion.

UNCTAD Secretary      General Visits ECO Secretariat


Mr. Rubens Ricupero, Secretary General, UNCTAD, visited the ECO Secretariat on 5 November,  2000. The UNCTAD delegation was received by the ECO Secretary General and his Deputies. The meeting provided the two sides an opportunity to discuss UNCTAD initiatives on customs modernization and cargo trafficking recently introduced in Iran. The two sides also reviewed the progress on the Joint ECO/UNCTAD/ ESCAP/IDB Project on introduction of Multi-Model Transport Operations in the ECO region.

 Conference on Enhancing Security and Stability in Central Asia-Tashkent
    Upon an official invitation from ODCCP/OSCE to the Secretary General ECO, the ECO concerned official on behalf of the ECO Secretary General participated in the International Conference on Enhancement Security and Stability in Central Asia titled “An Integrated Approach to Counter Drugs, Organized Crime and Terrorism”, which was held in Tashkent (Uzbekistan), on 19 – 20 October 2000. Representatives from 67 countries and international organizations attended this Conference. The Conference discussed the issue of extending cooperation between five Central Asian countries (Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan) to strengthen the regional security and stability. 
Meeting on TAEFOS held


ECO Experts Working Group Meeting on the Trans-Asia-Europe Fiber Optical Cable System (TAEFOS) held in Istanbul on 24-26 October, 2000 was attended by delegations from national telecommunications companies of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Republic of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Republic of Turkey and Republic of Uzbekistan as well as representatives of the ECO Secretariat. The delegations presented country reports on the implementation of the decisions and recommendations of the meeting held in Tehran on   23-25 January, 2000.  They highlighted the problems which had so far hampered the implementation of the previous decisions. 

The meeting, inter alia, recommended:-
i.
Early establishment of a hot-line between operators of TAEFOS of all Members States and to have at least two operators working 24 hours at ITMC and its branches, including holidays, with the knowledge of English;


In this respect, the Telecommunication Company of Iran (TCI) was requested to draft a project of establishment of the hot-line among the ITMC of TAEFOS’s member countries of ECO by 15th March, 2001;

ii.
To request the Türk Telekom Authorities to undertake necessary action to provide the 2mb/s loop facilities at Dogubeyazit station;

iii.To inform each other about damages and planned maintenance work on TAEFOS route which may cause interruptions as well as to exchange updated information on contact phone/fax numbers;
iv.To request the “Uzbektelecom” to expedite establishment of direct channels between Iran and Uzbekistan, taking into account the TCI’s readiness to establish the 2mb/s traffic between them.


The Meeting proposed to hold its 3rd Session in Almaty in May/June 2001. The “Kazakhtelecom” Authorities were requested to support this proposal and convey appropriate dates to the ECO Secretariat, in due course.
Participation in WTO Session on Trade and Development
Dr. Ahmet Tiktik, Deputy Secretary-General, represented the Organization in 30 Session of the WTO Committee on Trade and Development of WTO, which was held in Geneva on 22nd September, 2000. The visit provided the ECO official an opportunity to discuss possible cooperation in organizing a joint ECO-WTO Seminar on customs issues in one of the ECO Member States in the near future. progress on the Joint ECO/ UNCTAD/ ESCAP/IDB Project on Multimodal Transport Operations in the ECO region. In his meeting with ITC officials, the Deputy Secretary-General discussed ITC’s possible contribution for the 2nd Seminar on Trade and Information Networking, (which was later held in Antalya-Turkey on 26-27 October, 2000). It may be recalled that ECO and ITC are jointly working on a Project titled  “Expanding Intra-ECO Trade”.

      In Geneva, Dr. Tiktik also held meetings with the officials of UNCTAD and ITC on 21 - 22 September 2000. These meetings provided him the opportunity to follow-up on the ECO-UNCTAD MOU signed in November 1999. He also reviewed the Forthcoming Activities

-
First meeting of the Civil Aviation Authorities 22-24 January, 2001 Karachi – Pakistan

-
Workshop on ECO and Energy Charter Treaty (ECT) Cooperation 15-16 January, 2001 Ankara, Turkey
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