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FOREWORD

The present issue of the ECO News Bulletin is being published six months after the last issue and incorporates main events and activities of ECO during the period January-June 2000.

The ECO Summit as the highest level forum of the organization had its sixth regular session in Tehran in June 2000. The Member States fully participated in this momentous event and renewed their commitments to promote and strengthen their cooperation towards achieving the goals of the Organization. The Tehran Declaration issued at the end of the Summit has been included in the Bulletin.   

Prior to the Summit, the 10th Meeting of the ECO Council of Ministers (COM) was held in Tehran. The Ministerial Meeting besides preparation of the programme of the Summit Meeting, reviewed the activities of the Organization as usual and adopted its report. The Council of Ministers appointed Dr. Abdulrahim Gavahi as the new Secretary General with effect from 13August 2000. A summary of the report of the Council of Ministers Meeting has been incorporated in this issue.

Trade, being a vital instrument for promoting regional cooperation, is one  of the priority areas of ECO's activities.  The First ECO Ministerial Meeting on Commerce/Foreign Trade was held in Tehran in March 2000. The Ministers noted with appreciation the efforts made during recent years and signed a Framework Agreement on trade cooperation among the ECO Member States which will ultimately lead to the conclusion of the ECO Trade Agreement (ECOTA).

Another important ECO event held during this period was the 3rd ECO Ministerial Meeting on Transport and Communications which was held in Islamabad in April 2000. This was regular biennial event within the ECO Calendar of Events showing the importance of the activities in this priority sector.  The Ministerial Meeting reached important conclusions including the signing of the Annexes of ECO Transit Transport Framework Agreement (TTFA). The Islamabad Communique issued at the end of this meeting has been included in this bulletin.


      The Secretariat of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) has also established  its Web Site on  the Internet. The address of the Web Site is: www.ecosecretariat.org. 

ECO Secretariat

Tehran, July 2000

	ECO MAIN ACTIVITIES / MEETINGS




The 6th ECO Summit Meeting

The Sixth Summit Meeting of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) was held in Tehran on 10th June 2000. 

The Meeting was chaired by H.E. Seyed Mohammad Khatami, President of the Islamic Republic of Iran and attended by H.E. Mr. Burhanuddin Rabbani, President of the Islamic State of Afghanistan, H.E. Mr. Heydar Aliyev, President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, H.E. Mr. Kassymzhomart K. Tokaev, Prime Minister of the Republic of Kazakhstan, H.E. Mr. Askar Akaev, President of the Kyrgyz Republic, H.E. General Pervez Musharraf, Chief Executive of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, H.E. Mr. Emomali Rahmonov, President of the Republic of Tajikistan, H.E. Mr. Mehmet Kececiler, Minister of State of the Republic of Turkey, H.E. Mr. Saparmurat Niyazov, President of Turkmenistan and H.E. Mr. Islam Karimov, President of the Republic of Uzbekistan. H.E. Mr. Önder Özar, Secretary General of ECO also attended the Meeting. The Representatives of UN Agencies and other regional & international organizations such as UNDP, UNICEF, FAO, UNFPA, OIC also attended the Summit Meeting. 

The 6th ECO Summit Meeting started with playing of National Anthem of the Islamic Republic of Iran and recitation of the verses from the Holy Quran. 

The Heads of State / Government delivered  their  Statements  in alphabetical  order. 

H.E. Mr. Pino Arlacchi, Assistant Secretary General UN  and the Executive Director of the UNDCP also read out his Message. 

H.E. Dr. Kamal Kharrazi, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran, in his capacity as the current Chairman of the 10th ECO Council of Ministers (COM), presented a Report to the Summit Meeting.

The Summit  took note with satisfaction of the First ECO Ministerial Meeting on Commerce/Foreign Trade and the 3rd ECO Ministerial Meeting on Transport & Communications held in Tehran (Iran) and Islamabad (Pakistan) in March and April, 2000 respectively and welcomed the proposals to hold Ministerial Meetings on Energy, Agriculture, Industry and Human Developments in future.

H.E. Mr. Önder Özar, Secretary General of ECO presented a Report highlighting the important activities of the Organization since the Fifth Summit Meeting, held in Almaty in May, 1998. The Summit thanked the Secretary General for his comprehensive Report. 

The Summit appreciated the hard work done by H.E. Mr. Önder Özar, Secretary General, ECO during the last four years and the achievements of the Organization under his able leadership and wished him every success in his future career. 

The Summit also welcomed the appointment of Dr. Abdolrahim Gavahi as the next Secretary General of ECO and wished him a successful tenure. 

On behalf of all the delegations, H.E. Pervez Musharraf, Chief Executive of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan expressed profound thanks to the President and the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran for the excellent arrangements made for the Meeting and for the warm hospitality extended to the delegations. He also expressed deep appreciation for the Secretary General of ECO and his able staff for their valuable services. 

The Chairman of the Meeting, H.E. Seyed Mohammad Khatami, President of the Islamic Republic of Iran, made his concluding remarks and declared the Meeting closed.

The Summit adopted the Tehran Declaration as recommended by the Council of Ministers during its Tenth Meeting held in Tehran on 8th June 2000. The text of the Declaration is reproduced bellow: 

Tehran Declaration

The Sixth Summit Meeting of the Economic Cooperation Organization was held in Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran on 10th June 2000. The Meeting presided over by His Excellency Seyed Mohammad Khatami, President of the Islamic Republic of Iran, was also attended by:

H.E. Mr. Burhanuddin Rabbani,

President of the Islamic State of Afghanistan;
H.E. Mr. Heydar Aliyev,

President of the Republic of Azerbaijan;

H.E. Seyed Mohammad Khatami,

President of the Islamic Republic of Iran;

H.E. Mr. Kassymzhomart Tokaev,

Prime Minister of the Republic of Kazakhstan;
H.E. Mr. Askar Akaev,

President of the Kyrgyz Republic;

H.E. General Pervez Musharraf,

Chief Executive of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan;

H.E. Mr. Emomali Rahmonov,

President of the Republic of Tajikistan;
H.E. Mr. Mehmet Kececiler,

State Minister of the Republic of Turkey;

H.E. Mr. Saparmurad Niyazov,

President of Turkmenistan;
H.E. Mr. Islam Karimov,

President of the Republic of Uzbekistan;
The Heads of State/Government of the Member States of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) held their sixth meeting in a friendly and congenial atmosphere in Tehran. They exchanged views on issues of regional interest and discussed the future strategy of ECO in the new millennium towards accelerating the efforts for socio-economic development in the ECO Region.

The Heads of State/Government:

Bearing in mind that the Member States of ECO share a common destiny and common aspirations for a prosperous ECO region as enshrined in the Treaty of Izmir;

Reaffirming their commitment to the noble aims and lofty objectives of the Organization, realization of which is bound to stimulate greater economic, technical, scientific, educational and cultural interaction as well as infrastructural cooperation bringing closer the peoples of the ECO region;

Recalling their earlier Communiqués/Declarations adopted in the previous five ECO Summits held in Tehran, Istanbul, Islamabad, Ashgabat and Almaty over the past decade;

Recalling the pioneer documents of the Organization namely the Quetta Plan of Action, Istanbul Declaration, Almaty Outline Plan for the Development of Transport Sector in the ECO region, Economic Cooperation Strategy for the ECO Region and the Ashgabat Declaration on the Development of Transport and Communication Infrastructure and Network of Transnational Pipelines in the ECO region;

Cognizant of rapid changes in the global economic and trade patterns, evolving communication highways and exponential development of science and technology and the need for strategy that ECO should adopt in the new millennium to meet these challenges;

Conscious of the emerging patterns of globalization as well as recognizing the rights of all the states to determine freely their own political, economic and social systems; and emphasizing that such a trend should not lead to increasing the gap between the developed and developing countries; and appreciating the on-going cooperation among the ECO Member States on this issue; 

Welcoming His Excellency President Mohammad Khatami’s initiative on “Dialogue among Civilizations” for which the UN has designated the year 2001 as the UN year of Dialogue among Civilizations in order to promote this concept through planning and implementation of appropriate cultural, educational and social activities both at national level and in the regional and global context;

Also welcoming the initiative of the President of the Kyrgyz Republic H.E. Mr. A. Akaev endorsed at the 53rd Session of the United Nations General Assembly, declaring the year 2002 as the International Mountain Year with a view to promoting the idea by organizing appropriate activities at the national level as well as in the context of the ECO region;
Recalling a series of UN General Assembly resolutions entitled “Cooperation between the United Nations and ECO”, adopted during its 50th, 51st, 52nd, 53rd and 54th sessions, all of which, inter alia, emphasize the need for various agencies of the UN system and relevant international financial institutions to join efforts towards implementation of economic projects and programmes of ECO;

Taking note of the Report of the Secretary General of ECO on the activities of the Organization since the last ECO Summit Meeting held in Almaty (Kazakhstan) in May 1998;

1. ENDORSED the decisions taken at the 9th and 10th Meetings of the ECO Council of Ministers held in Baku in May 1999 and in Tehran in June 2000 respectively.

2. EXPRESSED satisfaction on the attention paid to the priority areas for cooperation namely transport and communications, trade and energy, in particular holding of Ministerial Meetings in these sectors; and welcomed the decision to hold the Ministerial Meetings also in Agriculture, Industry and Human Development sectors.

3. EXPRESSED satisfaction at the pace of progress in the implementation of the ECO Decade of Transport & Communications (1998-2007) approved in the second ECO Ministerial Meeting on Transport and Communications (1998) particularly the steps being taken to develop railway transportation in the ECO region and called upon the Member States to accelerate their efforts in successful execution of these endeavours.

4. NOTED with satisfaction the successful outcome of the third ECO Ministerial Meeting on Transport and Communications held in Islamabad in April 2000 which resulted, inter alia, in the adoption of the Annexures of the ECO Transit Transport Framework Agreement (TTFA) and called upon the signatory Member States to expedite the ratification procedures for entering into force of this Agreement and expressed satisfaction on the adoption of the Terms of Reference and working mechanism of the ECO Permanent Commission on Transport and Communications.

5. NOTED the decision of the 3rd ECO Ministerial Meeting on Transport and Communications to ask the Secretariat to refer the matter regarding the introduction of the ECO Multilateral Quota for Road Transport Permits and harmonization of bilateral road permit prices to an ECO body for further study and report back to the higher decision making organs of the ECO.

6.           APPRECIATED the key role of the Islamic Republic of Iran in keeping operational the ECO Shipping Company, and in accordance with the decision of the Third ECO Ministerial Meeting on Transport and Communications to enhance the efficiency of this project, called upon the concerned signatory Member States to fulfill their commitments and participate actively in this project.

7.           EMPHASIZED the need for balanced sustainable development for all peoples and nations through collective partnership and cooperation in order to eradicate hunger, illiteracy, disease, poverty and reduce unemployment.  

8.           NOTED with concern that the liberalization of international trade has not provided benefits for all developing countries, and underlined the need to restore confidence in the multilateral trading system through enhanced participation of all developing countries. Also stressed the principle of universal membership of the WTO and called for acceleration of the accession process without political conditionalities. Also urged all WTO Members to refrain from placing excessive demands on developing countries seeking accession to WTO.  

9.           EXPRESSED satisfaction at the fruitful outcome of the First Ministerial Meeting on Commerce/Foreign Trade held in Tehran in March 2000, which resulted, inter alia, in the signing of the ECO Framework Agreement on Trade Cooperation and urged the signatory Member States to accelerate necessary procedures for its early implementation.

10. NOTED with appreciation the cooperation between ECO and other international and regional organizations dealing with trade such as WTO, ITC, UNCTAD, ESCAP and IDB, particularly the technical and financial assistance rendered to the ECO region by WTO and ITC; urged the Secretariat to continue its efforts for implementation of the ITC’s Project on “Promoting Intra-ECO Trade”; also appreciated the World Trade Organization (WTO) for organizing a seminar on “Trade Negotiations Simulation” for ECO Member States at Tehran in May, 2000 and expressed the hope that WTO would continue to organize similar events in future.

11. CALLED upon the concerned Member States to complete the pending formalities for the early establishment and operationalization of the ECO Trade and Development Bank and ECO Reinsurance Company. 

12. STRESSED the importance of increasing international cooperation to address the challenges of globalization through the full participation of the developing countries and countries with economies in transition in the international economic and financial policy decision making process, as well as reversing the trend of marginalization of many developing countries and countries with economies in transition, in the areas of trade, finance and technology and noted Pakistan's call to hold an International Conference on Governance of Globalization with a view to ensuring equity and justice in the functioning of the global economy. 

13. WELCOMED the holding of the 1st Energy/Petroleum Ministers' Meeting in Islamabad in November, 2000 and called upon the Member States to cooperate fully for a successful outcome of this important event.

14. REITERATED the Ashgabat Declaration (May 14, 1997) and the 10th Regional Planning Council  Meeting's Report (February 7-10, 2000) on oil and gas pipeline routes and on ensuring a meaningful development to economic cooperation and providing the landlocked oil and gas producing ECO Member Countries with access to the world energy markets.

15. EXPRESSED satisfaction on the regional arrangements made by the ECO Member States for transporting the region's oil and gas to different parts of the world. 

16. 
EXPRESSED pleasure on setting up the High Level Experts Group (HLETG) on ECO oil and Gas Pipeline Route(s) and its success in preparation of Terms of Reference (TOR) for a study to determine economically viable and environmentally safe ECO Oil and Gas Pipeline Route(s) by taking into consideration the already existing new agreements between some ECO Member Countries and non-member countries.
17.
REITERATED the significance of promoting safe and effective interconnection and Parallel Functioning of ECO Countries Power Systems and expressed satisfaction over the prepared Terms of Reference (TOR) for a study on the matter by the Specialized Experts Task Group (SETG) on Power; called upon the ECO Member States to explore the possibility of electricity transmission among themselves.
18.       NOTED the region’s rich mineral resources and called 

upon the Member States to enhance their cooperation in the mineral sector for preparation of appropriate Plan of Action in this field that will promote the region’s economic prosperity.

19.  REITERATED the growing importance of environmental issues and encouraged the Member States to extend their support in the implementation of the ECO Plan of Action on Environment and stressed the need for the Member States to pay due attention to environmental issues, in cooperation with other international and regional organizations, in particular to environmental problems related to Aral Sea, the Caspian Sea, Sarez Lake Basin and the Semipalatinsk nuclear testing site.

20.  CALLED UPON the Member States to enhance mutual cooperation in the Agriculture, Industry and Human Development sectors for formulation of appropriate programmes and projects to be carried out with possible assistance from relevant UN and other agencies and requested the Member States to participate actively in the Ministerial Meetings in these sectors.

21. WELCOMED the proposal for developing cooperation among the Member States in tourism sector and called upon them to prepare the ground for promotion of tourism in the region on a sustainable basis taking advantage of the work being done by other regional and international organizations in the same field. 

22.   STRESSED the importance of modern information technology and called upon the Member States to play their due roles in the establishment of ECO Intra-regional Network (ECO-NET); also emphasized the need for a Data Bank on ECO Member States’ educational and training institutions in the field of Information Technology with a view to enhancing cooperation in this vitally important sector. 

23. TOOK NOTE of the problem of production, transit and abuse of narcotic drugs and their ill effects on the Member States and stressed for a collective and integrated strategy to fight with the narcotics problem in the region.

24. WELCOMED the start of the operations of the ECO-UNDCP Project on Drug Control Coordination Unit (DCCU) in the ECO Secretariat since July 1999 and urged the Member States to extend their utmost possible cooperation for the successful implementation of the project.

25. NOTED with satisfaction the start of activities of the ECO Cultural Institute and called for promotion and awareness of ECO region’s common cultural heritage through launching of appropriate projects and programmes; urged the Member States who had not yet ratified the Charter of ECI, to do so and invited the non-signatory Member States to accede to the Charter of the Institute; and urged ECO Cultural Institute to follow up the issues regarding “Dialogue among Civilizations” in the framework of ECO cultural commonalities. 

26. ALSO URGED the Member States signatory of the Agreements related to ECO Science Foundation and ECO Educational Institute to fulfill their obligations to make these entities operational as early as possible.

27. APPRECIATED the Secretariat’s endeavours with regard to establishment and consolidation of Organization’s cooperative relations with regional and international organizations such as UNDP, UNDCP, UNFPA, UNICEF, WHO etc. which has paved the way for accelerated development of various ECO programmes and projects through provision by the latter of technical and financial assistance; also urged the Member States to extend full support to ECO Secretariat and UNDP in their joint endeavour for preparing a Human Development Report.

28. APPRECIATED the decision of the World Trade Organization (WTO) to accord Observer status to ECO in its relevant organs; called upon the ECO Member States which are also members of WTO to provide appropriate support and assistance to the ECO Member States seeking accession to WTO; also welcomed the signing of the MOUs between ECO on the one hand and United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) and the International Center for Agricultural Research in Dry Areas (ICARDA) on the other.

29. WELCOMED the growing cooperation between ECO and IDB and in this context expressed pleasure at the signing of a Technical Assistance (Grant) Agreement in September 1999 in Tehran under which the latter will provide grant funds for implementation of the ECO/IDB/ESCAP/UNCTAD joint project on Introduction of Multi-modal Transport Operations in the ECO region, the IDB offer to support ECO/IDB/ICARDA/FAO Project identification missions in agriculture sector to selected ECO Member States; and their possible assistance in Power Trade.

30. APPRECIATED successful holding of the 3rd ECO Trade Fair in Bandar Anzali (Iran) in July 1998; and welcomed the initiative of the Government of Pakistan to hold the next ECO Trade Fair in Karachi in the second half of the year 2000 and called upon the Member States to hold similar intra-regional fairs and exhibitions and actively participate in such events.

31. NOTED with satisfaction the completion of the Reorganization and Restructuring process of the Organization with the assistance of UNDP which has enhanced the efficiency of the Organization.

32. APPRECIATED the important contribution of the Secretary General H.E. Mr. Önder Özar to the implementation of the restructuring process of the ECO as well as to the expansion of its cooperative relations with other regional/international organizations/institutions thus ensuring the ECO a befitting stature in the international arena.

33. WELCOMED the appointment of H.E. Mr. Abdolrahim Gavahi as the new Secretary General of ECO with effect from 13 August 2000 and expressed confidence that he would continue the present course on promoting regional cooperation and enhancing the image of ECO.



The participating Heads of State/Government expressed their sincere thanks and profound appreciation to the Honourable President, the Government and the people of the Islamic Republic of Iran for the warm welcome and traditional hospitality extended to them and their entourage during their stay in Tehran and for the excellent arrangements made for the Summit Meeting.

The 10th ECO Council of Ministers Meeting

The Tenth Annual Meeting of the Council of Ministers (COM) of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) was held in Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran on 8th June, 2000.  The COM Meeting was preceded by the Senior Officials’ Meeting on 6-7 June, 2000, which was chaired by H.E. Dr. Seyed Mohammad Hossein Adeli, Deputy Foreign Minister for Economic Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran. 
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seq level7 \h \r0 The Meeting was attended by the delegations of the Islamic State of Afghanistan, the Republic of Azerbaijan, the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Republic of Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, the Republic of Tajikistan, the Republic of Turkey, Turkmenistan, the Republic of Uzbekistan and the Secretary General of ECO. The representatives of regional and international organizations attended the inaugural session. 


The Meeting  was   chaired   by   H.E. Dr. Kamal Kharrazi, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran.  The Council took note of the salient points of the Secretary General 's Annual Report to the Council of Ministers on ECO Activities for the year 1999-2000 which focused on major achievements of the Organization. 

The Foreign Ministers/Heads of the Delegation delivered their Statements expressing views/suggestions for further strengthening regional cooperation among the Member States.

The Council of Ministers,  inter alia,  made the  following  observations  and   decisions:

1-Adoption     of      the         Reports   of   the   33rd  to 44th   of   the    Council    of   Permanent     

    Representatives.

2- Approval of the ECO Secretariat’s Budget for 2000.

3- Approval of the Audit Report for 1998 of the Secretariat. 

4- Approval  /  adoption  of  the  Report of   the  Tenth  Meeting of  the Regional      Planning     

    Council. 

5- Approval    of    the      ECO   Annual    Calendar   of     Events    as   well    as   the    ECO     

    Secretariat's Work Programme for 2000.

6- Approval   of   the  Reports   of   the   Ministerial   Meetings    on   Commerce   &   Foreign  

    Trade and  Transport & Communications, held  in  March and April 2000 respectively.

7- welcomed   the   signing   of   the  Framework   Agreement   on   ECO  Trade       

    Cooperation,   envisaging  the   preparations  of  an  ECO  Trade   Agreement     (ECOTA)  

    for progressive removal of trade barriers in the region.

8- Noted   the  progress  made     by  the  Secretariat  concerning  its  relations with    regional  

    and   international   organizations   dealing    with   trade such as   WTO,  ITC,   UNCTAD, 

    ESCAP and IDB.  In this connection,   the Council specifically    welcomed   the following 

    developments. 

i. Observer Status accorded to ECO by WTO;

ii. Joint ECO/ITC Project on “Promoting Intra-ECO Trade: Buyers and  Sellers Meetings”. 

9-  Welcomed    the    signing  on 11  September,   1999   of    the      Technical   Assistance     

    Grant      Agreement     between     ECO     and   IDB      concerning     introduction      of 

    Multimodal Transport Operations  in  the  ECO    region   and   confirmed the obligations  

    of ECO as envisaged in this Agreement.  

10- Approved the appointment of the next Secretary General of ECO.

11-Approved   the    ECO’s   new Scale of Assessment   for contributions of the      Member 

     States to the budget of the Secretariat. 

12-Approved   the   appointment  of  the  Deputy  Secretaries General  of  the  ECO Secretariat 

     from Pakistan, Turkey and Azerbaijan.

13-Approval   of   the   new   organizational    structure  /  work   distribution   of   the   ECO      

     Secretariat.

14-Amendments   to Functional   Methodology   for  utilization   of  ECO  Special   Feasibility 

     Fund.

15-Amendments   in the    Charter    of   ECO   Cultural    Institute    regarding  the   tenure   of   

      the President and Executive Director of the Institute.

16- Approval of the ECO Awards.

17-Review / adoption of  Annual   Reports  of  the   ECO’s   Specialized     Agencies     and 

     Regional Institutions namely:

a) ECO Shipping Company; 

b) ECO Cultural Institute (ECI) and ;

c) ECO Chamber of Commerce & Industry; 

d) ECO College of Insurance.

18- Finalized    the draft   Agenda  and  the   draft   Tehran Declaration    for  the   6th    Summit 

     Meeting in Tehran in 10th June 2000. 

Appointment of the new ECO Secretary General

The ECO Council of Ministers in its 10th Meeting approved the proposed rotation formula and appointed H.E. Dr. Abdolrahim Gavahi from the Islamic Republic of Iran for the post of Secretary General, ECO for a non-renewable term of three years, as per Article IX-2 of the Treaty of Izmir. 
The new Secretary General will assume the charge of his post w.e.f. 13th August, 2000 on the relinquishment of charge of the post by H.E. Mr. Önder Özar, the present Secretary General of ECO. 
The Council appreciated the valuable work done by the Secretariat during the last four years under the dynamic and dedicated leadership of the outgoing Secretary General and wished him every success in his career in future. 
While expressing felicitations to H.E. Dr. Gavahi on his selection as the new Secretary General of ECO, the Council wished him a very successful tenure in his new assignment. 
ECO Awards

1. The ECO Council of Ministers in its 10th Meeting considered and approved the following candidates for the ECO Awards which was distributed during the 6th ECO Summit Meeting, held on 10th June, 2000:  


Economics


1.
Prof. Dr. Aysit Tansel (Republic of Turkey)


History, Culture and Fine Arts

2.
Mrs. Dr. Minoo Asadi (Islamic Republic of Iran)


3.
Prof. Dr. Altai Amanzholov (Republic of Kazakhstan)


Science & Technology



4.
Dr. Atta-ur-Rehman (Islamic Republic of Pakistan)

5.
Award jointly shared by Mr. Abel Mohammadali Oglu Maharramov (Republic of Azerbaijan) and Mr. Zairov P.T. (Republic of Tajikistan)


The ECO Award are given biennially for outstanding research work and / or achievement on the specific fields, preferably with regional characters and with special emphasize on the contribution to the ECO's goals and objectives. 

The 10th  Meeting of the

 ECO Regional Planning Council

The 10th Meeting of the Regional Planning Council (RPC) was held on February 10,2000, preceded by its preparatory/ review meeting on Feb. 7-9 at the ECO Secretariat in Tehran.

The meeting attended by some 130 delegates from ten Member States, was opened by H.E. Dr. Najafi  the Deputy President and Head of Plan & Budget Organization of I.R. Iran. In his inaugural address, Dr. Najafi highlighted ECO’s achievements and potentials in stimulating regional cooperation for development of its members’ economies. The official also emphasized that the task entrusted to the RPC to formulate ECO’s strategies and plans conducive to development should be duly fulfilled.

H.E. Mr. Onder Ozar the ECO Secretary General in presenting his annual report to the Council highlighted the Organization’s achievements during the year 1999, including its remarkable success in attracting financial and technical assistance from international organizations. 

The Council Meeting was subsequently chaired by H.E. Dr. Seyed Mohammad Hossein Adeli, the Deputy Foreign Minister of I.R. Iran.

The RPC, composed of the heads of planning agencies of the ten ECO Member States annually convenes to perform its task of drawing up regional programmes and projects mainly in areas of Transport and Communications, Trade and Investment, Energy, Agriculture, Industry and Health. The Council is mandated by the Organization’s main charter, the Treaty of Izmir, to evolve the related activities.

At its conclusion the 10th RPC finalized the ECO calendar of events for the year 2000 for approval by the 10th Council of Ministers due to be held in June 2000 in Tehran.

The ECO Experts Working Group Meeting on the

Trans-Asia-Europe Fiber Optical Cable System (TAEFOS)


The ECO Experts Working Group Meeting on the Trans-Asia-Europe Fiber Optical Cable System (TAEFOS) was held in Tehran on 23-25 January 2000. The Meeting was attended by the delegations from the Member States as well as the representatives of the ECO Secretariat.


After the inaugural addresses, the experts of the participating countries presented their reports on existing operational constrains and limitations in main and restoration routes of TAEFOS and proposed the measures to facilitate a settlement of the existing situation. 

National Systems of the Management and Maintenance of TAEFOS was discussed and specific recommendations were made. The participants also considered and approved the configuration and the time-schedule of the short and long-term testing of the TAEFOS links. 

Establishment of hot-lines between operators of TAEFOS of the ECO Countries was also adopted, and the meeting was informed of the already  operational hot-lines  between some ECO countries.  
Organization of joint training for the technical operators and maintenance staff on TAEFOS Network of the ECO Member States was another topics of the meeting. It was decided that operators and maintenance staff of the neighboring countries have bilateral meetings before organizing such training. 


The next meeting of the TAEFOS will be held on the sidelines of the TWG meeting of TAE in Istanbul.

Task Force Meetings on Drug Control

Press Release


A drug control related Task Force meeting for the ECO region was held in Tehran on February 26-27,2000. The meeting was convened by the Drug Control Coordination Unit (DCCU) of the ECO Secretariat in cooperation with United Nations International Drug Control Programme (UNDCP). 

The Meeting was inaugurated by H.E. Önder Özar, Secretary General of ECO, and issues pertaining to global trends in the cultivation and yields of illicit crops and the magnitude and pattern of illicit drug abuse in the ECO region were discussed.  The Meeting was attended by delegates from all ECO Member States. The UNDCP representatives from Vienna and Tehran were also present in the Meeting. The participating delegates agreed to have greater contacts among the relevant agencies of their countries to ensure an active cooperation in curbing the increasing drugs menace in the ECO region.


Another task force meeting of the National Focal Points of the ECO Member States pertaining to drug control was also held on the 28th February 2000. This meeting reviewed the growing trends of increased production and consumption of drugs in the ECO region and defined a regional strategy for the entire region to facilitate coordinated action.


The Drug Control Coordination Unit (DCCU) has been established in the ECO Secretariat since July, 1999 with the support of the United Nations International Drug Control Programme (UNDCP).

The  1st ECO Ministerial  Meeting

on Commerce/Foreign Trade



The First ECO Ministerial Meeting on Commerce/Foreign Trade was held in Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran on March 4-6,2000. The Ministers and the Heads of Delegation at the end of their meeting issued the TEHRAN COMMUNIQUE which reflected the outcome of their deliberations at the Ministerial Meeting. The text of the Communique is reproduced below: 

TEHRAN COMMUNIQUE

1.
The First ECO Ministerial Meeting on Commerce/Foreign Trade was held in Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran on March 4-6, 2000.The Meeting, chaired by H.E. Mr. Mohammad Shariatmadari, the Minister of Commerce of the Islamic Republic of Iran, was attended by the Ministers of Commerce/Foreign Trade and representatives of the ECO Member States.

2.
The Meeting was inaugurated by the address of His Excellency Dr. Hasan Habibi, the Honourable First Vice –President of the Islamic Republic of Iran. The address provided great encouragement to the Ministers of Commerce/Foreign Trade in pursuing the goals and aspirations of ECO in the field of trade.

3.
The Ministers and Heads of Delegation reviewed the present ECO trade cooperation and formulated new policy guidelines for development of future course of action for strengthening cooperation among the Member States.

4.
The Ministers and Heads of Delegation signed the Framework Agreement on ECO Trade cooperation, which lays down the principles of cooperation in trade and envisages the launching of ECO Trade Agreement (ECOTA) for progressive elimination of non-tariff barriers as well as gradual reduction of tariffs in the region.

5.
The Ministers and Heads of Delegation underlined the importance of achieving ECOTA. To this end they tasked the present High Level Expert Group to work on drafting a comprehensive trading arrangement, which shall incorporate, among other things, agreed time frames for freeing trade, measures to facilitate trade, and provisions to ensure an equitable distribution of benefits of trade among all the Member States. Then emphasized the importance of finalizing the text of ECOTA by the year 2002.

6.
The Ministers and Heads of Delegation agreed that the benefits of trade cooperation would be more extensive through the promotion of investment, financial services, tourism technical & engineering services, research & training and other trade-related services..

7.
The Ministers and Heads of Delegation stressed the  importance of the observer status accorded to ECO in  WTO’s  relevant bodies and called upon the Member States and the Secretariat to continue their efforts to coordinate technical assistance of WTO for the Member Countries.

8.
The Ministers and Heads of Delegation expressed the need to enhance cooperation among the Member Countries in WTO matters, particularly to support and assist the Member Countries who are in the process of applying or acceding to WTO. The Ministers and Heads of Delegation   also emphasized the need for improvement of the accession mechanism to WTO.

9.
The Ministers and Heads of Delegation welcomed the latest positive development regarding ratification process of the ECO Trade and Development Bank Agreement and expressed the wish that both, ECO Trade& Development Bank and ECO Reinsurance Company, may start their operation soon, in order to finance intra-regional trade.

10.
The Ministers and Heads of Delegation acknowledged the vital role of the private sector in promoting trade in the region and appreciated the valuable work done so far by the ECO Chamber of Commerce and Industry in this regard.

11.
The Ministers and Heads of Delegation expressed their appreciation to the Government of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan for the 4th ECO Trade Fair scheduled to be held in Karachi from 20-25 April, 2000, and called upon the Member States to participate in the said Fair. The Ministers and Heads of Delegation also stated their appreciation to the Islamic Development Bank (IDB) for its financial support to be extended to some Member States for their participation in the said Fair.

12.
Prompted by the low volume of intra-ECO trade exchange, the Ministers and Heads of Delegation stressed the need for taking immediate measures to expand trade opportunities with the ECO region to open markets further to sustain trade opportunities, and to facilitate regional trade, particularly for small and medium size enterprises through dismantling barriers and restrictions.

13.
The Ministers and Heads of Delegation recommended the   use of Information Technology (IT) and preparing the ground for the conduct of transactions through electronic commerce.

14.
The Ministers and Heads of Delegation extended their support; to the Initiative of the President of the Islamic Republic of Iran and the subsequent Resolution of the UN General Assembly to proclaim the year 2001 as the United Nations Year of Dialogue among Civilizations, and voiced their hope that such a Dialogue would be conducive to more active participation of developing countries. Particularly in international economic and trade fora.

15.
The Ministers and Heads of Delegation expressed profound gratitude and thanks to H.E. Mr. Mohammad Shariatmadari, Minister of Commerce of the Islamic Republic of Iran and all other Government officials of the Islamic Republic of Iran for their valuable efforts and contribution in the successful organization of the Meeting in the beautiful and historic city of Tehran. The Ministers also thanked the ECO Secretary General and his staff for their untiring efforts to make it a successful Meeting.

The 3rd ECO Ministerial Meeting
on Transport and Communications

The 3rd ECO Ministerial Meeting on Transport and Communications was held in Islamabad (Pakistan) on 27-28 April, 2000. The Meeting was attended by the delegations of the ECO Member States.  The  ECO Secretariat's delegation was headed by H.E. Mr. Önder Özar, Secretary General of ECO. 

The Meeting was inaugurated by H.E. General Pervez Musharraf, Chief Executive of Pakistan. H.E. Lt. General (Retd.) Iftikhar Hussain Shah, Minister for Communications of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan chaired the Meeting.

The Ministerial Meeting took note of the importance of the development of the ECO transit routes along the “East-West” and “North-South” Transport Corridors at national level. 

The completion of the missing sections in road and railway links was highlighted as vital importance to the ECO Region. The implementation of the agreed tariff systems to increase the volume of transportation among the Member countries was also emphasized. 

The Ministers/Heads of delegation took note and considered the following issues and certain proposals and recommendations were made.

-
Steps taken regarding the establishment of reduced coefficients of existing railway tariffs (in Kazakhstan);

-
Introduction of ECO Multilateral Quota for Road Transport Permits and harmonization of bilateral road permit prices;

-
The Terms of Reference of the ECO Permanent Commission on Transport and Communications was adopted and submitted for approval to the ECO Council of Ministers for final approval;

-
Approved and signed the Annexes of the Transit Transport Framework Agreement (TTFA);

-
Emphasized the importance of ratification of TTFA by all the signatory Member States;

-
Issues relevant to operation of the ECO Shipping Company and ECO Air Project;  

The Ministers/Heads of delegation expressed their satisfaction and support regarding the expanding cooperation between ECO and other international organizations in the field of transport and communications. They also authorized the Secretary General to sign MOUs with UIC and OSZHD.

 The Ministerial Meeting endorsed the establishment of the following three UIC Global Rail Corridors which pass through the ECO region:  

(i) Japan/South Korea - China-Central Asia-Caucuses-Europe;

(ii) China-Middle East - Europe;

(iii) South-East Asia - Central Asia (Via Middle East).

The Ministers/Heads of delegation appreciated the signing of the Technical Assistance Grant Agreement between ECO and IDB concerning Introduction of Multimodal Transport Operations in the ECO Region and confirmed the obligations of ECO as envisaged in this Agreement as well as requested the relevant authorities in the Member States to implement the Work Programme of this project as scheduled.

The 4th ECO Ministerial Meeting on Transport and Communications will be held in Turkey in the first half of 2002. 

The text of the Islamabad Communique issued at the end of the third Ministerial Meeting on Trade and Commerce is reproduced below:

ISLAMABAD COMMUNIQUE



The Third ECO Ministerial Meeting on Transport and Communications was held in Islamabad, Islamic Republic of Pakistan on   24-28 April, 2000.  The Meeting chaired by H.E. Syed Iftikhar Hussain Shah, Minister of Communications of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan was attended by the Ministers of Transport/Communications and high level delegates of other Member States.

2.
The Meeting was inaugurated by General Pervez Musharraf, Chief Executive of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, who, in his opening remarks urged the delegates to work towards realizing the goals and aspirations for cooperation set forth in Izmir Treaty, Quetta Plan of Action, Istanbul Declaration, Almaty Outline Plan and Ashgabat Declaration (1997) as well as the Economic Cooperation Strategy of the ECO.

3.
While recognizing the deep commitment of each Member State in this regard, the Ministerial Meeting agreed that in line with the spirit and objectives of the ECO basic documents, it was advisable to prioritize the programme according to available resources and set specific time frame for their achievement to maximize economic cooperation through efficient transportation and communications infrastructure.  The meeting also underlined the need to attain concrete results to demonstrate the commitment of Member States to realize the goals as set forth in the above-mentioned basic documents.

4.
The Ministers and Heads of Delegation reviewed the status of ECO cooperation in the fields of transport and communications and formulated recommendations for development of future course of action for an effective cooperation in the region.

5.
The Ministers and Heads of Delegation expressed hope that the task of preparing the Data Bank on the ECO Road Network as well as Roads Directory may be completed on priority.

6.
While appreciating the printing of the first edition of ECO Roads and Railways Network Maps, the Ministers and Heads of Delegation agreed that the new edition would be ready at the earliest.

7.
The Ministers and Heads of Delegation welcomed the initiation of ECO/IDB/ESCAP/UNCTAD Joint Project on the Introduction of Multi-modal Transport Operations in the ECO region and appreciated wholeheartedly the financial support of IDB which enabled its implementation. 

8.
The Ministers and Heads of Delegation appreciated the invitation extended by Pakistan to convene the 1st Meeting of the Civil Aviation Authorities and Heads of Airlines of ECO Member Countries in Karachi on 17-19, November, 2000 and agreed to devise measures which would pave the way for increased frequency and volume of air traffic in the ECO region.

9.
The Ministerial Meeting recognized that the establishment of the Permanent Commission on Transport and Communications (PCTC) will contribute to accelerate the provision of adequate infrastructure in the ECO Region.

10.
The Ministerial Meeting highlighted the importance of the Transit Transport Framework Agreement (TTFA) in the ECO Region and expressed the hope that finalization of Annexures to the TTFA would be an important step towards its early implementation. 

11.
The Ministers and Heads of Delegation endorsed the recommendations of the 12th Meeting of Directors General of National Tele-communications Companies and Postal Authorities of the ECO Region held in Istanbul on 1-3- December, 1999 and called for their early implementation, with a view to establishing a Common Postal Area, enhancing cooperation in the development of tele-communication equipment industry and putting into operation Trans-Asia-Europe Fiber Optical Cable System (TAEFOS), in the ECO region.

12.
The Ministerial Meeting noted with satisfaction the measures taken for cooperation between ECO and other international and regional organizations particularly the UNESCAP in the activities of common interest regarding transport infrastructure and facilitation of border crossing.

13.
The Ministerial Meeting welcomed the invitation of the Government of Republic of Kazakhsan to the ECO Member States to participate in the 3rd International Conference “TRANSEURASIA-2000” to be held in Astana on   14-15 June, 2000.

14.
The Ministers and Heads of Delegations expressed profound gratitude to H.E. Syed Iftikhar Hussain Shah, Minister of Communications of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan and all other government officials of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan for their valuable efforts and contribution in the successful organization of the meeting in the beautiful city of Islamabad. The Ministers and Heads of Delegations also thanked the ECO Secretary General and his staff for their adequate preparations and untiring efforts to make this meeting a success. 

The 4th Specialized Experts Task Group Meeting on Power
The 4th Specialized Experts Task Group Meeting on Power (4th-SETG) was held in Tehran on 6-7 May 2000.  The meeting was attended by the representatives of the ECO Member States and inaugurated by Acting Deputy Minister for Power and Acting Managing Director of TAVANIR. 

Interconnection & Parallel Functioning of Power Systems of the ECO Member States and signing the agreement with the IDB for preparation of a study on this issue using the IDP Technical Assistance grant was discussed during the meeting.

The meeting welcomed TAVANIR'S offer to ECO power experts to participate in an international conference on power that will take place in Tehran on 6-8 November 2000. The Iranian representative also offered to host a workshop on ECO Region's Power Trade Strategy.


Preparation of a study for harmonization of rules and regulations in ECO region's energy sector including investment, transit, trade, etc. was also considered by the meeting.

Collection of data/information on Member States Power Systems was considered as a pre requisite for achieving the region's interconnection and parallel functioning of its power systems. 


The next meeting of SETG will be held in Baku subject to the approval of the Republic of Azerbaijan authorities.

	II- ECO Joint Programmes

With International /Regional Organizations




The Subregional Meeting

on Strategic Environmental Management for 

Central Asian Countries

The Subregional Meeting on Strategic Environmental Management for Central Asian Countries was held in Tehran from 14 to 16 February 2000. It was organized by the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), sponsored by the Ministry of Housing, Spatial Planning and the Environment of the Netherlands and hosted by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

The Meeting was attended by government representatives from ECO Member States. It was also attended by the representatives of Japan, the Netherlands, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) and the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) Secretariat.

The delegates recognized the usefulness of the application of strategic environmental management on environmental issues for the sustainable development of the Central Asian sub region. They called for closer cooperation and constructive engagement of the countries in the region, focusing on long-term environmental benefits for the region as a whole. It was emphasized that this subregional cooperation should be built upon the existing political will and upon existing programmes (such as the Aral Sea Programme and the Caspian Environment Programme). The engagement should serve to come to an agreement on the identification of joint priorities for the sub region in collaboration with existing programmes and UN agencies. Such an agreement should take into account the national priorities of the respective countries in the sub region, which would partly depend on international cooperation in the subregion.

It was recognized that a subregional strategy and plan of action would need to be developed by the countries and, if needed, in collaboration with existing regional programmes and UN agencies, for example, ESCAP, ECE, UNDP and UNEP, international financial institutions and mechanisms (i.e. World Bank, Asian Development Bank, TACIS and GEF) and other organizations (i.e. IFAS and ECO), which could play an important role in defining solutions and providing expertise, transfer of technology and financial resources.

The Meeting considered that the two upcoming events, the Ministerial Conference on Environment and Development in Asia and the Pacific, to held from 31 August to 5 September 2000 in Kitakyushu, Japan, and the Interim Meeting on Environment for Europe, to be held on 167-18 October 2000 in Almaty, Kazakhstan, would provide ministers from the Central Asian subregion with an opportunity express a joint position on this sub regional cooperation.

The participants were also provided an opportunity to visit the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) Headquarters and were briefed by the Secretary General on the development of ECO region environmental cooperation as was noted in different ECO documents, particularly the Almaty Declaration (11 May 1998).

Third Inter-Agency Consultative Meeting on ECO/IDB/ESCAP/UNCTAD Project on Introduction of 

Multimodal Transport Operations in the ECO Region

The third Inter-agency Consultative Meeting on Introduction of Multimodal Transport Operations in the ECO Region was held in Bangkok on 23-24 February 2000. Representatives from ECO Secretariat, UNCTAD and the ESCAP Directorate of Transport, Communications, Tourism and Infrastructure Development attended the meeting. The ECO Secretariat was represented by Mr. Altaf Hussain Agral, Deputy Secretary General in the meeting. 

The purpose of the Meeting was to consider the implementation strategy of the ECO/IDB/ESCAP/UNCTAD joint project on Introduction of International Multimodal Transport Operations in the ECO Region including the rescheduling of activities of the project, budgetary allocations between agencies involved and the instalments to be paid by the IDB. During the review of the cash flow from the IDB, it became apparent that the implementing agencies viz ESCAP and UNCTAD would face considerable administrative problems in the execution of their respective components of the project owing to the quarterly payment schedule which the Bank was to follow. In order to overcome this problem, the meeting rescheduled the project activities and requested the IDB to revise their payment schedules for this project.

 
The Project will therefore be revised and signed among all the agencies involved after a positive response has been received from the Bank.
Training Courses for the Customs Officials

of the ECO Countries

In pursuance of the decisions of the 6th Meeting of the Heads of Customs Administrations of the ECO Countries, three training programmes for the customs officials of the ECO countries were held during the months of April-May 2000. 

Thirty three customs officials from ECO Member Countries participated in these training courses. The training programmes were organized and hosted by the Customs Administrations of the Islamic Republic of Iran and Republic of Turkey. The training programmes were the following:

1-Training Programme on Turkish Customs Legislation


This training course was held on 3-8 April,2000 in Ankara, Turkey with participation of customs officials from ECO Member States. The participants studied the main provisions of Turkish customs legislation, particularly the custom duties and taxes, customs valuation, transit procedures, smuggling and customs frauds.

2-Drug Enforcement and Intelligence Management Seminar 


The subject seminar was held on 30 April- 4 May, 2000 in Tehran with participation of customs officials from Member States. The participants were informed on the regional drug trend and experiences of Iran in identification and combating narcotics, drug concealment and methods and means of seizures, and drug enforcement legislation of Iran. The representative of the regional office of UNDCP, Pakistan and Deputy Head of Regional Intelligence Liaison Office from Tokyo also made a presentation on the topic of the seminar.

3-Customs Data Management Seminar  

The said seminar was held on 14-18 May 2000 in Tehran with participation of representatives from ECO Member States. The UNCTAD representative made a presentation on the UNCTAD's role and experiences in facilitation of Customs formalities and its cooperation with more than 80 developing countries in introducing trade facilitation measures. The participants were informed of issues regarding  trade efficiency and customs modernization, basic characteristics of the automated system for custom data and management, and Iran's experience in utilization of information technologies and data processing systems.

Study Visit /Training Course on

Library Management

A two-week study visit/training programme on library management was arranged by the UN-ESCAP Library in Bangkok under the ECO/UNDP Joint Project on Capacity Building for the ECO Secretariat's Librarian from 24th April to 5th May 2000. The programme was also attended by the South-Pacific Forum from Fiji. 

Familiarization with the ESCAP Library management and its scope of activities and the task of its different units was part of the programme. The visits to different Divisions of ESCAP and other information centers in Bangkok was also included in the programme.  Besides the practical experience acquired during the training course, useful recommendations and views regarding the management of the specialized libraries were also received.

ECO/WTO Seminar

on Trade Negotiations Simulation

The first ECO/WTO Regional Seminar on Trade Negotiations Simulation for ECO Countries was held in Tehran from 6th to 10th May 2000 at the ECO Secretariat with participation of ECO Member States. The seminar was held with the financial and technical assistance of WTO.  At the first session the WTO representatives presented papers on the basic principles of WTO and trade negotiation techniques.   The next four days sessions were exclusively focused on negotiation techniques and simulation exercises conducted by the WTO experts.

The purpose of the seminar was to enhance the negotiating skills of the officials from the ECO Member States on negotiating process as well as the process of tariff reductions for industrial and agricultural products.  To fulfill the above goals, the representatives of the Secretariats of ECO and WTO provisionally agreed to organize another trade negotiations simulation seminar next year.   

Workshop on Expanding Contraceptive Choice and Improving  Quality of Reproductive Health Programmes 

The above Workshop was organized by the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) and hosted by the Government of Turkey in Istanbul between7-11 May 2000.The official opening session of the workshop was addressed by Dr. Nafis Sadik, Under-Secretary General of the United Nations and the Executive Director of UNFPA and the Secretary General of ECO. Official delegates from ECO Member States, as well as technical experts and observers participated in the workshop.

On the sidelines, Dr. Sadik also had official meetings with the Government representatives and Non Governmental Organizations on the implementation of the Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD). The workshop was regarded as an excellent opportunity for the ECO Member States to strengthen cooperation among themselves towards reaching the goals set out on the Programme of Action signed by the States during the ICPD in 1994.

The workshop provided also a good setting in which the participating countries were able to share their experiences and knowledge on contraceptive choices for family planning and on improving the quality of reproductive health services in their respective countries.

This was the fifth such workshop organized by UNFPA jointly with ECO. The cooperation between UNFPA and ECO began in 1994 after the two organizations signed an agreement to strengthen collaborative efforts among the member states towards achieving the ICPD goals. The previous four workshops were held in Iran, Pakistan, Kazakhstan and in Azarbeijan respectively. The Turkish Government, through the Ministry of Health has been particularly active towards fostering better relations and collaboration with the Member States on development efforts. 

	III-ARTICLES / SPEECHES



 
The Inaugural Address by H.E. the President 

Of the Islamic Republic of Iran 

At the Sixth Summit Conference of ECO

 

In the Name of God

 

Honorable Presidents,

Respected Members of the ECO Delegations,

Distinguished Guests,

 

On behalf of the government of the Islamic Republic of Iran and our resolute and freedom-loving people, I take this opportunity to offer my congratulations on the opening of the Sixth Session of the Summit Conference of the Economic Cooperation Organization as being the first ECO Summit in the new century. Further, I would like to welcome you and express my sincere appreciation of your presence in Tehran.

 I have full confidence that with the help of God and in the light of active participation by all member countries, this Summit will succeed in adopting the necessary measures to expand regional cooperation, promote common understanding and assume a more active international role-these being among the basic objectives of this organization. No doubt, success depends on our taking a fresh look at the opportunities and challenges before us, and our determination to achieve comprehensive development and foster greater regional collaboration. We have entered the new millennium not only with new perspectives and hopes, but also with growing anxiety about political, economic and cultural trends across the world.

 

At the outset of this millennium, some of the humanity’s most pressing concerns are the attainment of ever-higher levels of affluence, cultural creativity and innovation while reaping the fruits of peaceful coexistence and global political cooperation. A part of our response to these concerns is to be found in expansion and intensification of regional cooperation. Indeed, the attainment of a just and free society, immune to oppression, is more readily accessible through regional homogeneity, solidarity and unity. In this regard, ECO is suitably placed to open up such a perspective, paving the way for greater cooperation and better understanding among the member countries.

Surely, among the most essential prerequisites to realize the objectives of enduring stability and a lasting peace are sustainable development, respect for the fundamental beliefs and further cultivating the cultural affinity of our peoples, backed by efficient utilization of our economic opportunities and comparative advantages. Those regional unions, which are the products of cultural similarities, political trust and economic complementarity of the member states, are of great significance in arriving at these objectives. For this reason, the concept of regional cooperation must be given a greater weight than ever in national, regional and global plans of action.

Your Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

 


We should redefine the place of ECO against new national and international challenges. As members of  a body of developing nations, we ought to move in the direction of achieving our goal of comprehensive, balanced and harmonious development. However, we cannot afford to remain heedless of the political, economic and cultural origins, impacts and mechanisms of the consequential phenomenon of globalization. Against this background, do we have any option but to look for new prospects relying on our collective will and capabilities, and making an intelligent and timely utilization of our historical opportunities?

 


The concept and experience of “progress” is the product of the collective efforts of mankind, of different communities and civilizations. Thus, instead of looking at globalization from the viewpoint of hegemony and domination, we ought to foster partnership and cooperation, recognizing the essential contribution to be made by every community and region. Indeed, the attempt by self-centered powers to commandeer this process (while neglecting the rightful share and cultural, political and economic contribution to be made by other regions and nations) can only jeopardize world peace and stability. Against this peril, it is necessary to think of ways of enabling economies of all national and regions, raising the level of their spirituality and cultural productivity, and respecting their sovereignty and independence.

 


The dialogue of civilizations and cultures as intended by us and now put on the international agenda is supportive of the logic of global peace, aims at an equitable pattern of distribution of man’s common heritage and upholds the existing cultural, economic and political diversity and plurality throughout the world. Today, it is still possible to speak of the dialogue among cultures and civilizations and advocate an equitable share in human progress and prosperity in order to provide for all round access to freedom, social justice, individual rights, national sovereignty, civil society, enduring security and lasting peace in the world. It is in this way that we shall be able to counter the credo of domination and imposition of uniformity on a world devoid of spirituality, morality and faith.

 


The geographical area of ECO has the potential of taking a more active part in today’s global events, being endowed with the gift of Islamic thought, culture and civilization as well as a rich historical background, considerable natural and human resources and steadfast peoples. No doubt, the most important contribution to furthering our solidarity and unity within ECO originates from a common culture and civilization, which prevailed in many parts of the world for several centuries, leaving permanent marks in various areas. The organization’s current projects and plans backed by the members’ capacity for cooperation prove that ECO can be the most potent instrument in the creation and promotion of convergence among the Central Asian, Caucasian and other regional countries, which can revive the historical function of the Silk Road.

 


Nonetheless, we have to admit that, at present, the organization has a long way to go before the optimal level of cooperation and coordination is achieved. At the same time, the experience gained in implementing a number of ECO projects raises fresh hopes. To that end, it is possible to encourage greater cooperation among members by choosing those projects which require the participation of the largest number of members, giving precedence to collective efforts in the areas of commerce, transport and energy, bearing in mind the principles of partnership and economic complementarity. 

 


At this juncture, the main responsibility of ECO is to focus the member’s attention, capabilities and resources on the application of those projects and plans justified on the basis of economic priority for the region. To this effect, once every member is convinced of the importance of the projects in hand, it will do its utmost to carry them out.

 


Commerce, a top priority in the organizational charter, is certainly one of the most important areas of cooperation among ECO members. Growth of commercial activities can definitely encourage further cooperation in other areas and accelerate the pace of economic integration in the region. From its earliest years, ECO has tried to apply numerous measures to expand commercial contacts among members. Unfortunately, these efforts have fallen short of our expectations due to the swift changes in the patterns of world economy and the incompatibility of members’ economic on the one hand, and the failure to carry out the relevant agreements, on the other. I hope that in view of the advantageous international position of ECO and the organization’s internal capabilities, commercial exchanges will enjoy greater impetus in future. Bearing in mind the place of the World Trade Organization, which has emerged as a new reality, greater steps will hopefully be taken to promote economic activities with the review of commercial relations, full implementation of existing regional agreements and adoption of new strategies and approaches aimed at more extensive regional transactions.

 


Fortunately, the first meeting of the ECO Commerce Ministers held in Tehran, adopted a number of significant and effective measures for the expansion of commercial cooperation among members by ratifying an agreement in the framework of economic cooperation. It is necessary that this document be transformed into a memorandum of understanding in the area of reduction of tariff and non- tariff barriers by setting a specific timetable for progress toward the establishment of the ECO free trade zones.

 


Resources to modern information techniques and the creation of a trade and investment information network, as well as gradual application of electronic business technology are expected to further expand the existing scope of such co-operations. Greater cooperation in other areas, such as the development of transport and road grids as well as greater collaboration in the energy sector and environmental protection and campaign against the devils of drug trafficking, which have plagued all member countries for many years, are among other topic for regional cooperation in which ECO can provide and effective lead for others.

 

Dear Guests,

Distinguished Participants,

 


The history of this region testifies to the fact that in the course of many centuries, the solid imprints of a common culture and civilization accompanied by a sense of solidarity and unity among different peoples in this region and their common endeavor at utilizing its extensive economic resources have been the main pivots of stability and convergence among these peoples and a source of their economic, scientific and cultural development. But once political rivalries and considerations came to impede the course of economic contacts, the region was plunged into tension and insecurity, which gave way to alien powers to freely forage and plunder it. The realities of our present world, too, bear witness to the fact that it is through economic and cultural cooperation that political and social stability can be maintained in the region. Today, the perils of ever-spreading drug trafficking, social crises and internal conflicts in some of the regional countries, in particular Afghanistan, which pose a threat to the security of all countries of the regional mainly stem from poverty and cultural social and political underdevelopment. Therefore, the only way to establish peace and security in this region can be achieved through cooperation, mutual understanding, reliance on common cultural inclinations and political confidence building in meeting each other’s needs.

 
Here, I find it necessary to reemphasize the position of the Islamic Republic of Iran in respecting the inviolability of international borders, promotion of the culture of dialogue, thought elimination of regional and global tensions peaceful settlement of disputes prevention of injustice and oppression as well as the expansion of economic cooperation on the basis of interests of all parties. We support any attempt at swifter reconstruction of countries and better quality of life and welfare for people through joint efforts with other countries, specially the members of this organization. We are sure that the active participation of all member countries and their determination in implementing their organizational commitments, will asset an appropriate tone for the resolution of existing problems and expansion of regional cooperation ultimately raising ECO to a higher scale of regional and international power in the spirit of peace and stability.


The Islamic Republic of Iran enjoys a unique geopolitical position to provide the ECO members with special facilities in the areas of transit of cargo and passengers as well as supply of energy to consumer markets. For this reason, and in view of ECO’s plan of action for the development of the transport sector and the emphasis placed by previous summits on the need to complete the mission links in the road transport network, conditions are now ripe for each and every member to act upon its commitments and, through completion of an network of regional roads linking the east-west and north-south routes, revive the ancient and civilization-building Silk Road.

 

Excellencies,

Esteemed delegates,

 


In fact, an important aspect of regional relations, which can complement the course of cooperation within ECO, relates to the subject of the Caspian Sea. Because of its rich resources and the need for the construction of fuel pipelines, the Caspian Sea is receiving growing regional and international attention. Among the subjects concerning economic cooperation among the littoral states is the exploitation of rich and diverse potentials of the Caspian Sea. And to give effect to cooperation, the legal regime of the sea should be decided in advance.

 


The Islamic Republic of Iran has repeatedly affirmed in the international forums that the Caspian legal regime out to be determined according to the existing historical records (including the extant treaties), principle of good-neighborliness and respect for the economic and security interests of the littoral states. In this direction, a regime of joint ownership will certainly meet the interests of all five littoral states. However, should these littoral states support a sharing scheme of the Sea, the Islamic republic of Iran, to prove its good intention and to strengthen convergence among littoral states, is ready to support the idea of the division of the Sea based on just and equal shares.

 


We believe that the only way out of the present deadlock is activating the Caspian Cooperation Council. Such a measure could prove effective in the consolidation of the foundations of regional peace and security, institutionalization of regional integration upon the foundations of peace, understanding and expansion of economic cooperation among littoral states. Accordingly, I hope that the next meeting of the deputy foreign ministers of the littoral states planned to be held in Tehran, will lead to satisfactory progress on these issues and discussions and, in view of the political volition of the regional countries for the settlement of the problem, arrive at a final resolution as regards the principle and framework of the Caspian legal regime.

Your Excellencies,

Esteemed Colleagues,

 


The Islamic Republic of Iran, certain of its good intention and inclination and efforts by the leaders of the member countries to promote regional cooperation, expresses its keen interest in regional development and construction. Iran expects ECO to provide the most appropriate framework for the realization of the ideals of the peoples of the region. In this regard, we are ready to exert every effort to support the process of effective implementation of the agreed framework. We believe that the time is ripe now to guarantee the development and security of our region, which will not be possible unless we pay earnest and collective attention to the implementation of the projects and resolutions approved by ECO.

 


At this point we are duty-bound to prepare the grounds for the technological advancement of the region through strengthening our collaboration and taking an active part in the development and cultural reconstruction of the region and paying attention to our common heritage and interests. All of us should meet the challenges and try to resolve the questions before us with greater determination and wisdom, giving intellectual, cultural political and practical support to the organization in realization of its goals and materialization of its plans.

 


Finally, I should thank and commend the ECO secretariat and in particular its Secretary General, Önder Özar, for their devotion and unfailing effort in promotion of the aims of ECO and intra-Organizational cooperation’s. I would also like to congratulate Dr. Govhahi on his appointment as the new Secretary General and with him success in accomplishing the tasks lying ahead. I hope that this Summit will arrive at useful and practical results based on our agenda opening up new horizons for more extensive cooperation.

 


At the end, I express my sincere thanks to the honored presidents, vice presidents, esteemed ministers and all our distinguished guests of this Summit and I pray to Almighty God to help them all in carrying out the great responsibilities that they now have before them.

STATEMENT
BY 

H.E. AMBASSADOR ÖNDER ÖZAR, SECRETARY GENERAL, ECO

AT THE

FIRST MINISTERIAL MEETING ON TRADE (COMMERCE)

Tehran, March 4-6, 2000

H.E. Mr. Shariatmadari,

The Honourable Minister of

Commerce of the Islamic Republic of Iran,

Honourable Ministers & Deputy Ministers,

Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great honour and privilege for me to address the inaugural session of the ECO First Ministerial Meeting on Trade (Commerce), being held here in Tehran. At the outset, I would like to avail myself of this opportunity to extend a warm welcome to the Honourable Ministers, Deputy Ministers and respectful delegates from the ECO Member States, who kindly dedicated some of their valuable time to participate in this important Meeting. I wish you all a very pleasant stay in Tehran. I would also like to express our sincere gratitude to H.E. Mr. Shariatmadari, the Minister of Commerce of the Islamic Republic of Iran for hosting this important Meeting in Tehran with excellent arrangement and traditional hospitality.


As we have just entered the third Millennium, the First ECO Ministerial Meeting on Trade will be an important regional forum that could provide powerful momentum for moving the trade cooperation in the ECO region, forward.

Honourable Ministers,

Distinguished Participants, 


As the world economy is witnessing the process of globalization and entering a new phase, what is now typically referred to as new information-based economy, most of the developing countries are pursuing market-oriented growth strategies on the one hand, and establishing intensive economic cooperation among themselves as one of the means to increase their capacity to produce, achieve economies of scale and become internationally competitive on the other. 


Being aware of this evolution ECO as a regional grouping expanded from three to ten member countries in 1992, is intensifying its endeavours to take advantage of new opportunities for increasing trade, investment and production. To this effect, the Treaty of Izmir, basic charter of ECO, stipulates that one of the main objectives of ECO is to take measures towards progressive removal of trade barriers within ECO region and expansion of intra and inter-regional trade, keeping in view experiences in other regions and global economic trends.  

To realize this objective, a set of projects/programmes have been embarked on in the past five years which can be categorized into three groups: 

· trade-liberalizing activities; 

· trade facilitation projects; and 

·  Other trade cooperation areas.

To promote trade cooperation among ECO Member States, we have been following a two-track approach. The first track relates to those activities which aim to develop a regional framework of trade cooperation in various fields such as tariff and non-tariff liberalization, customs, transit trade, cooperation among trade promotion organizations, etc. 

The second feature pertains to “bottom-up” activities which attempt to identify business opportunities in specific product groups then promote trade transactions in the region. This latter feature is a rather a new initiative in the trade sector being undertaken jointly by ECO and International Trade Center (ITC) Secretariats.      

Honourable Ministers,

Distinguished Participants,

Now, before reporting on the progress with regard to these activities, let me say that the intra-trade in the ECO region is far from being satisfactory. Only 4 billion out of 60 billion US$ worth of trade takes place among the Member Countries. Whereas, according to the newly released study done by the International Trade Centre, the indicative trade potential for the ECO region was estimated to be approximately 16 billion US$, four times of the actual one. I will deal with this important issue later, during my statement. 

Now, let me take up ECO activities in trade liberalization and other issues related to trade cooperation. Removal of Tariffs and Non-Tariff Barriers in the region is the main thrust of the work in the field of trade liberalizing activities. In this regard, a High-Level Expert Group (HLEG) has been established and held two Meetings. The group succeeded to prepare a draft framework agreement on ECO trade cooperation, which will be deliberated by this august body. By this agreement, what we aim to do is to prepare a road map to formalize and strengthen ECO trade cooperation, which would eventually, result in removal of all trade barriers among the Member Countries. 

The second group of projects and programmes pertains to the trade facilitation activities covering areas such as transit trade, customs, and trade networking system. The aim is the simplification of procedures for all regional transactions, capacity building in the area of customs such as transit trade, control procedures and provisions of training to customs staff of Member States, and creating an environment that is conducive to effective regional cooperation in trade sector.  

To facilitate transit trade among the Member States, the ECO Transit Trade Agreement signed in 1995 has entered into force since December 1997 upon the ratification of the Agreement by seven Member Countries (i.e. Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkey and Turkmenistan). For operationalization of the Agreement, also a number of steps have been taken. These include the adoption of the ECO Passage Document, which will be recognized by customs authorities of the Member Countries for transit cargo movement. I would like to thank and appreciate the cooperation of the ECO Chamber of Commerce and Industry in this regard. To monitor the progress and to resolve any dispute, which may arise out of the implementation of the Agreement, the ECO Transit Trade Committee was formed and since late 1997 has been meeting to prepare the necessary ground for the operationalization of the agreement.

 Trade and Investment Information Networking in the ECO region is another trade facilitation project. Establishment of networking system to facilitate the exchange of information on trade and investment opportunities is expected to promote an enabling environment for expansion of trade in ECO region. To this end, the first Seminar on Trade and Investment Information Networking in ECO region was held with cooperation of ESCAP and IDB on 7-9 February 1999 in Tehran. As a continuation of the first one, the second seminar will be held in Antalya (Turkey), in October 2000. 

The aim of these endeavors is two fold: the first is to establish a network among trade promotion organizations of the Member Countries, which will allow the business communities to search for business opportunities in the Member Countries; secondly to improve trade promotion activities through sharing information and knowledge of trade development activities and techniques of the Member Countries.  

To facilitate the travel of the businessmen in the ECO region, an agreement on Simplification of Visa Procedures was signed by seven Member Countries, namely; the Islamic States of Afghanistan, the Republic of Azerbaijan, the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Republic of Kazakhstan, the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, the Republic of Turkey and Turkmenistan in March, 1995 in 3rd ECO Summit Meeting, in Islamabad. The Agreement entered into force in March, 1998 and accordingly, the Embassies and Consulates General of signatory Member Countries have been authorized to issue multiple entry visas for businessmen of the ECO Member Countries in accordance with the Agreement.

Honourable Ministers,

Distinguished Participants,

Another important project with regard to ECO trade cooperation is ECO Trade and Development Bank and ECO Reinsurance Company, whose agreements were signed by Iran, Pakistan and Turkey in March, 1995 during the 3rd Summit Meeting held in Islamabad. The purpose of the establishment of this Bank is to initiate and provide financial facilities to expand intra-regional trade and to contribute to the implementation of the economic development projects of the Member Countries. So far, Pakistan and Turkey have ratified the Agreement of the Bank and Iran is expected to do the same, soon. The signatory Member Countries agreed in the 10th Regional Planing Council Meeting, held last month in Tehran, to hold an interim committee meeting to prepare the ground for the establishment of the Bank. 

To help the establishment of a closer relation between business communities of the Member Countries, the ECO Chamber of Commerce and Industry was established in 1993. Since then, the ECO Chamber has been contributing, as much as possible, to the trade promotion efforts in the region. Among the major achievements in this respect was:- the establishment of a Joint Transit Committee for providing necessary inputs on transit issues to be considered by the concerned ECO customs officials; establishment of Investment and Industry Committee to exchange information on investment opportunities in order to promote flow of investment within the region and; holding of 3rd ECO Trade Fair in Bandar Anzali in 1998 with financial assistance of IDB. Next ECO Trade Fair will be held in Karachi from 20 to 25 April, 2000. 

The challenge before the ECO Chamber is two-fold. Firstly, the Chamber needs to reconsider its present work modality and introduce more practical and business oriented programmes. Secondly, private sector capacity of Azerbaijan and Central Asian Member Countries are limited and are in the early stages of capacity building, compared to that of Iran, Pakistan and Turkey. In this respect, I appeal to the relevant authorities of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Islamic Republic of Pakistan and Republic of Turkey to kindly provide technical and financial assistance to the National Chambers of new Member Countries in their endeavor to develop trade promotion skills, as well as institutional building.  


With regard to the ECO cooperation in customs, Heads of Customs Administrations (HCA) of ECO Member States have been holding annual meetings since 1994 and the 7th Meeting is scheduled to convene in late June, 2000 in Baku (Azerbaijan). 

Among the major achievements of the Heads of ECO Customs Administrations Meetings, I may quote the following: 

· measures taken for implementation of ECO Transit Trade Agreement; 

· adoption of MOU on Cooperation against Smuggling and Customs Frauds, signed during the 8th Meeting of the Council of Ministers in Almaty in 1998; 

· organizing training activities for customs officials of Member countries; and 

· the establishment of the Council of ECO Heads of Customs Administration which would act as a policy making body with regard to various regional customs issues. 

Moreover, the Heads of Customs, realizing that the present transit transport charges being one of the major trade barriers, agreed to collect the relevant data in this respect with the ultimate aim of reducing these charges in the ECO region. 

Honourable Ministers,

Distinguished Participants,


The Secretariat has recently embarked upon an initiative with International Trade Centre (ITC) on trade promotion using the ITC methodology, so-called the South-South trade promotion. The purpose is to create the business sector’s awareness and identify trade potentials in the region and to translate them into transactions by bringing together buyers and sellers. 


In this regard, ITC has already started the first step of its approach namely carrying out of a trade flow analysis of ECO Member Countries and has just furnished the results to the Secretariat. Based on the results of this analysis, a full-fledged project will be developed to be executed by ECO and ITC jointly in cooperation with the Member Countries.  

One of the main factors hampering trade in the region is high transit fees and charges. In this regard, the Secretariat proposed to harmonize and reduce these fees in the 6th Heads of Customs Administration Meeting, held in Tashkent in June 1999 and the Member States agreed to take the required action in this regard.

Honourable Ministers,

Distinguished Participants,


Now, I would like to mention about the achievements concerning relations with international organizations. ECO’s cooperation and relations with Regional and International Organizations continued to develop further, during the year 1999. I would, therefore, like to highlight some of the important developments in this respect: 

· ECO has been accorded Observer Status in the Word Trade Organization’s Committee on Trade and Development. The ECO Secretariat was invited to the 25th Session of the Committee on Trade and Development and the WTO’s Third Ministerial Conference, held in June and November last year in Geneva and Seattle, USA respectively. The ECO Mission, accordingly, attended these events during which the expansion of cooperation between ECO and WTO was also reviewed. 

· As a result of these endeavours, the WTO Secretariat agreed to hold the 3rd ECO Region Seminar on “Trade Negotiations Simulation” to be held in the ECO Secretariat from 6 to 10 May, 2000 with technical and financial assistance of WTO. I hope these kind of Seminars will contribute to capacity building of the Member States, particularly, for those who are in the accession/application process, in order to better prepare for their WTO negotiations. I take this opportunity to extend our thanks to Pakistan and Turkey who contributed to the promotion of ECO’s relations with WTO.

· Also, ECO established contacts with the International Trade Center (ITC), which will undertake its “South-South Trade Promotion Programme” to increase intra-regional trade as explained earlier.

· The ECO Secretariat attended the First Focal Points Meeting on increasing intra-trade among the Islamic Countries, held in September, 1999 in Jeddah, which was organized by the Islamic Development Bank.

· ECO also participated in the ESCAP Meeting of the 11th Steering Group of the Committee on Regional Economic Cooperation, held in September 1999, to discuss regional trading arrangements as well as the integration of developing countries into the international trading system.

Honourable Ministers,

Distinguished Participants,

Having sketched the current ECO trade cooperation, may I now move to the trade situation in the region. The weak world commodity prices, the Asian financial collapse, and the economic turmoil in Russia have all contributed adversely to the trade performance of the ECO region as a whole. In the year 1998, the total ECO exports declined to 58.5 billion US $ showing a 13.5 percent decrease compared to 1997, while total ECO imports contracted less i.e. by 5.1 percent having dropped to 84.2 billion US $ in 1998. Thus total trade turnover of the region amounted to 142.7 billion US $, experiencing an 8.8 percent decline from the previous year.


With regard to the structure of ECO’s trade with its major trading partners, ECO’s biggest trade partner continues to be the European Union (having a share of 41 percent) with Russia and the US coming as close seconds (having shares of 6.8 and 6.5 percent respectively), followed by Japan as fourth (with a share around 5 percent) in 1998.


Regarding the intra-ECO trade in 1998, we see that out of 58.5 billion US $ worth of ECO exports, only 4 billion US $ worth of export took place among the Member countries, which implies an intra-export ratio of 6.9 percent. As for the import side, out of 84.2 billion US $ total ECO imports 3.8 billion US $ realized in the region showing a rate of 4.5 percent of intra-import. This performance surely is not up to our expectations.


Commodity composition of intra-ECO trade consists mainly of petroleum and petroleum products, cotton, textile yarn, grains (mainly wheat, barley, and rice), other vegetable products, base metals, processed agricultural products (e.g. sugar, pasta, biscuits, etc.), chemicals (e.g. fertilizers, polymers, washing powder, etc), cooking oil, hides and skins, machinery and electrical appliances, and vehicles and automotive spare parts.


In fact, intra-regional trade is much more concentrated among Azerbaijan and Central Asian Member States (ACAMs) with a ratio of around 15 percent. Contrary to the ACAMs; trade exchanges between founding Member States are disappointingly low.



There are several reasons for this poor performance which can be grouped into two categories: those related to conjectural (i.e. state of macroeconomic performance and balance of payments difficulties) as witnessed by the sudden fall of major commodity prices and the Russian crisis and those of longer term and structural impediments to trade. 

Presently, major impediments to trade are mainly in the nature of non-tariff barriers (NTBs) such as licensing, import surcharges, high transit charges, restrictions on payment and banking services and customs delays among others. In addition, the lack of information on existing market opportunities in the region is another important factor. Because of this presumed insufficiency of information, it is generally considered that regional market potential is negligible. Infrastructural deficiencies concerning land and railway transportation as well as lack of institutional and human resource capacity in Azerbaijan and Central Asian Member States can be reported as the main constraints to trade expansion in the region.

Honourable Ministers,

Distinguished Participants,


Evidence on the experiences of regional organizations shows us a checklist of ingredients crucial to the success of regional arrangements: A deep commitment to liberalization,  lowering transport cost by developing physical and non-physical infrastructure, keeping regional arrangements as simple as possible and active involvement of the private sector are essential pre-conditions to achieve a successful record of cooperation. 


Furthermore, the experiences of regional trade agreements of the past three decades show that a piecemeal approach is inadequate and proceeding along sectoral lines is difficult. Reducing tariffs on a product-by-product or a sector-by-sector basis rather than liberalizing across the board resulted in long exceptions lists and high tariffs. 


The main task remains in preparing the ground by taking necessary measures and policy decisions to simplify trade policies and to remove obstacles on the way of trade in order to accomplish our targets and to reap the benefits thereupon. I must emphasize that the realities of globalization compel us to move in this direction. The center of the debate has shifted nowadays from whether or not to liberalize to how to exploit the new global opportunities. 


In this increasingly globalized and borderless new world economy – where trade, investment, technology and information move evermore instantly and effortlessly across the planet – we cannot rely on traditional policy tools and old approaches.


What is to be done? Clearly, this is not a moment to set out a blueprint for change. This is the moment to create awareness of need for changes. And more important, it is a moment to set out a larger vision and goals. Let me sketch a few general outlines in this connection: 


First, we must accelerate our efforts to develop an ECO-Trade Agreement, which will envisage modalities and scope for removal of trade barriers without jeopardizing the other international commitments of Member Countries. 


Second, we shall provide the required assistance to the extent possible to Azerbaijan and Central Asian Members, who face immense challenges of transition to establish market based economy. We have to assist them in developing their trade and adequate supply capacity, through infrastructural institutional and human resource development along with investment. So, I call upon the founding members to provide necessary support to overcome transitional bottlenecks of new members. 


Third, most of our members are either in acceding or applying process to WTO. As our other members, who are already members of WTO, would recognize, accession process is rather complex, demanding and time-consuming. Again, I call upon particularly Pakistan and Turkey to extend their assistance and cooperation to the acceding members in the relevant working groups of WTO in order to accelerate their accession with more favourable terms. 


These may seem a huge task to carry out. But there is no better time than the start of a new century to accelerate our cooperative efforts and to prove that ECO will play its role with increased effectiveness in the period ahead. 


I am grateful for your kind attention and wish our meeting a successful outcome. 

Introduction of Multimodal Transport Operations

in the ECO Region

by Mr. Altaf Hussain Agral -ECO Deputy Secretary General

   

The Concept
 

The United Nations has defined Multimodal Transport (MT) as:

 

“..the carriage of goods by at least two different modes of  transport on the basis of Multimodal transport contract from a place in one country at which the goods are taken in charge by the Multimodal transport operator to place designated for delivery situated in a different country.”

 


And the Multimodal Transport Operator is any person who on his own behalf or through another person acting on his behalf concludes a multimodal transport contract and who acts as a principal, not as an agent or on behalf of the consignor or of the carriers participating in the Multimodal transport operation, and who assumes responsibility for the performance of the contract.

 


Multimodal Transport is a new concept in the field of international transport. It offers an open-ended and non-exhaustive variety of ways and means to improve the competitiveness of the international trade by:

 

· Improving the quality and reducing the associated costs of international transport; and 

· Reducing any possible transportation cost, adapting commercial practices to international standards and removing any unnecessary trade barriers, within the economic, social and political context of that country. 

 

Efficient operation of transport modes and interface facilities, resulting from reduced physical barriers and institutional interference and simplified legal regimes, is the necessary precondition for effective improvement of international transport operations. However, it is not sufficient on its own. There is a need, equally important, for overall structural changes covering new trade and transport practices, particularly in the field of Customs procedures and in the use of modern trade and transport-related technology. Governments and commercial parties must become aware of the benefits that can be derived from the implementation of facilitation measures and adopt an appropriate positive attitude towards them.

 

Background

The proposal for introduction of multimodal transport (MT) operations in the ECO Region was first mooted in 1993 by the IDB’s Transportation Task Force (TTF) which looked into the question of establishing appropriate transport linkages among its member countries to promote transport efficiency and thus help enhance intra-trade among its member countries. The TTF specially looked into the problems of the new independent countries of Central Asian Republics (CARs) and Azerbaijan- all of which are landlocked and faced the geographical disadvantages resulting in transportation bottlenecks and high cost of transport applicable to their foreign trade traffic. In consultation with the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), the TTF recommended the introduction of MT operations in the region.

 


In the meeting of the ECO Transport Ministers held in Almaty, Kazakhstan, in 1993, the President of IDB, suggested undertaking a comprehensive study on the introduction of MT operations to help overcome transportation bottlenecks among the ECO member states and which, by the same token, held the prospect of easier intra-trade among the ECO States, eventually, enhancing the prospect of trade with the rest of the world, especially with the IDB member countries around the Persian Gulf and beyond, in Asia and Africa. To this end, IDB presented a technical paper to the ECO Transport Ministers meeting and offered technical assistance to undertake a study, which would facilitate the introduction of MT operations in the ECO region.

 


Having considered the IDB proposal with the ECO Member States and the United Nations Economic and Social Commission of the Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), the ECO Secretary General, during his visit (11-16 July 1997) to the IDB headquarters, confirmed ECO’s readiness to avail itself of IDB assistance and also proposed holding seminars and workshops in the ECO region.

 


The ten ECO countries together cover an area of over 7 million square kilometers with a population of about 325 million. The traditional trading links of the six newly independent ECO member countries have been through the former Soviet Union, either by rail towards European Russian and onward to Central, Eastern and Western Europe, or through several lesser used routes via the Caspian Sea, to the Caucasus via the Islamic republic of Iran and/or Turkey. Some trade and transport towards the East has also taken place via the Trans-Siberian Railway.

 


However, recent developments are significantly influencing trading and transport patterns of the ECO region. New links with the southern members of ECO mirror the resurgence of old cultural ties and the southern ECO countries are already actively engaged in upgrading transport infrastructure to enhance trade within the region and to provide enhanced access to international markets. The continuing development of modern transport technology makes it important for ECO member countries to adopt modern technologies and systems for transportation so that they can improve their inherent competitiveness, and thus accelerate their economic development.

 


In order to foster increased regional trade between the southern countries and the new northern countries, infrastructure links have been identified within the Programme of Action for the ECO Decade of Transport and Communications (1998-2007) and the ESCAPP Integrated Project on Asian Land Transport Infrastructure Development (ALTID). These projects aim to provide the region with a reliable and efficient land transport network. An essential element of these initiatives are facilitation measures at border-crossings. To explore fully the new potential, however, there is an increasing need to provide solutions to the already identified impediments (physical, procedural and administrative).

 

The potential role of MT


Through its inherent advantages of unitization, containerization, and improved service brought about by competition, MT has the potential to improve the efficiency of any nations’ transport system. Furthermore, land-locked developing countries, where high cost and slow speed of transportation impede efficiency, can also benefit greatly from integrated and free flowing road, rail, sea and air transport within national boundaries, among neighbours, and to international markets.


Since the distances to be covered are very great, some will in excess of 3,500 km, a variety of transport modes and means will be required to transport goods from producers to consumers. For this reason, it is desirable to seek solutions to the present transport problems in a MT context. For land-locked countries, in particular, the introduction of MT will create the potential for integrated and free flowing road, rail, water and air transport between them, their neighbours and international markets, resulting in improved delivery schedules, shorter transit times thus leading to reduced costs.

 


However, the full implementation of MT in the ECO member countries may require changes within the regulatory environment and some investment in infrastructure and equipment. Although its full adaptation need not be carried out at once, steps must be taken by the ECO member countries to prepare the ground-work.

 


Such preparation inevitably calls for a review of existing national laws on transport, banking and insurance, which need to be amended to facilitate the development of MT in the ECO region and between the said region and other countries. Facilitation of land transport at border crossings also needs to be addressed and dealt with. Counties also need to accede to international transport and transit conventions and accept and implement related agreements, strengthening their respective administrative and planning machinery, organize their transport enterprises, and develop appropriate regulatory and legislative frameworks.

 

The need for facilitation

 


With the growth in international and bilateral trade, there is an increasing need in the ECO region for reliable and efficient land transport networks. Such networks are of particular importance to the seven landlocked member countries of the ECO.


Since 1993, remarkable progress has been made in creating a land transport network in the ECO region through the adoption and implementation of the Almaty Outline Plan for the Development of the Transport Sector in the ECO region and the subsequent Programme of Action for the ECO Decade of Transport and Communications (1998-2007). Significant advances have also been made in the formulation and establishment of standards of the Asian Highway (AH) and Tarns-Asian Railway (TAR) networks through the implementation of the ESCAP integrated project on Asian Land Transport Infrastructure Development (ALTID), covering also the ECO sub-region.

 


However, with such developments, it has become evident that the development of transport infrastructure is a necessary, but not a sufficient condition for efficient land transport routes of international importance. Of equal importance are proper facilitation measures at border-crossings particularly as, in many cases, complicated and lengthy Custom’s and other procedures result in huge time and material losses.


 


Awareness of this issue in ECO countries was generated at the ECO/ESCAP Seminar on implications for ECO Countries of Acceding to various Land Transport Conventions held in Tehran in November 1994. The seminar recommended, inter alia, that ESCAP should provide necessary assistance to ECO member countries in terms of organizing national workshops and training programmes, and in providing advisory services, on specific request, to facilitate early accession to international land transport conventions. Assistance is also required in setting up national facilitation committees as well as in developing and implementing national action plans on facilitation measures.

 


In spite of member countries acceding, or being party to various international, conventions, the level of accession to, and implementation of, seven major international land transport conventions by ECO countries is inadequate. As these conventions are cost effective instruments that can assist contracting parties in making their international transport operations faster and more economical, there is an evident need for the ECO region in speeding-up the accession and implementation process to these conventions.

Introduction  of MT Operations

The proposal to introduce MT operation in the ECO region is designed to lay a sound basis for network transport development in the ECO region. It comprises a series of activities within two closely linked components related to; capacity building in the public and private sectors related to MT operations in the ECO region and; the related facilitation of land transport at border crossings.

 

The development of any mode of transport necessitates institution building. This is particularly the case for MT, since it is a new type of transport operation combining various modes of transport and transshipment facilities, Institutional problems of transport may be classified broadly into the following three categories:

 

(a) Administrative and planning machinery;

(b) Organization of transport enterprises; and

(c) Regulatory and legislative framework.

 

The project will focus attention on each of these areas along with operational and infrastructure constraints to the smooth implementation of MT.

 

For the facilitation of land transport at border crossings, the emphasis will be on assisting member countries in developing national plans for early accession to international land transport conventions, by organizing national workshops/training programmes.

 

The project encompasses a range of objectives designed to assist ECO member countries to lay a sound basis for MT operations in the ECO Region. The specific objectives of the project are:

1-
To provide a quantitative basis for strategic and operational planning for MT by providing projections of potential containerized traffic demands and capacity requirements;

 

2-
To identify infrastructure and non-physical impediments to the smooth flow of transport in selected ECO corridors as well as best practice operations which could from the basis for future technical cooperation between developing countries activities;

 

3- To identify and prioritize investment, operational and institutional solutions  

     which will overcome transport and procedural bottlenecks;

 

4- To create an awareness of the need to upgrade institutional capacities; 

 

5- To assist ECO member countries in the  accession to the  international  land     

     transport  facilitation  conventions reflected in the ESCAP resolution   

     48/11; and,

 

6- To upgrade the  knowledge of  government  officials  and  skills of potential 

     MTOs  in the ECO region.

 

The following major outputs/benefits are expected to accrue to the ECO region through implementation of this project:

 

· A consolidated report on commodity flows, MT capacity requirements, the quality and quantity of transport means, documentary and maintenance procedures will be prepared. This report will be supplemented by national reports for each ECO member country.

 

· A report on the outcome of the corridor studies including proposals for infrastructure investment opportunities designed to overcome transport bottlenecks will be produced.

 

· Awareness and agreement will be created on the priority issues to be addressed to enhance status of the freight forwarding and MT industry.

 

· Report of an ECO regional seminar/meeting to create awareness of MT principles will be produced.

 

· Reports of country-level workshops/training programmes on MT and land transport conventions, including country specific action plans will be prepared.

 

· Awareness will be created among more than 300 persons from the ECO countries, of the importance of international land transport facilities conventions and national action plans will be elaborated.

 A total of about 150 participants drawn from the public and private sectors of different Members States will be trained in the MT concept to ensure a clear understanding of the potential benefits and requirements for MT as well as the potential benefits to be derived from the introduction of MT when trade facilitation measures are introduced simultaneously.

 

The Project will be implemented with the financial and technical assistance of IDB and ESCAP/UNCTAD respectively for which a technical assistance grant agreement amounting to 272,000 US Dollars has already been signed between ECO Secretariat and IDB since September 1999.

 

ECO-CONSULTANCY & ENGINEERING COMPANY, Pvt. Ltd.  (ECO-CEC)

By : Dr. Amjad  Parvez Sheikh,

Vice President NESPAK, Director  TURKPAK
 
Economic Cooperation Organization, or ECO, brings together countries of Central and South Asia. They are bound not only by a common faith, a common history, a common social and cultural matrix, but also by shared aspirations of the prosperity and welfare of their peoples.

 
 
The region, throughout history, constituted one composite economic unit with constant and unrestrained flow of people, trade and knowledge.

 
 
The ten states, viz, Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan, have decided to get together and work for the economic and social progress of the member states. With the blessings of the governments of all the ECO Member States, a central resource pool has been created in the shape of ECO Consultancy and Engineering Company (Pvt.) Ltd, or ECO- CEC, to assist in the development projects sponsored by ECO member states or by its Investment and Development Bank.

  
The ECO founder States- Iran, Pakistan and Turkey- hold an equal share in ECO-CEC. Turkey being represented by two companies and Iran and Pakistan by one each.

 
In actuality, ECO-CEC is a joint venture between an Iranian company, PIDEC, and TURKPAK-which itself is a joint enterprise between two Turkish companies, TUMAS and TUSTAS, and one Pakistani company, NESPAK. The Iranian company holds one-third equity shares of ECO-CEC, while the rest lie with TURKPAK. The equity holding of TURKPAK is divided equally between Turkey and Pakistan.

  
The Iranian and Turkish companies specialize mainly in oil and gas pipelines, petrochemical and industrial engineering, while the Pakistani partner in all other fields of development engineering, including communication, power, urban development public health, telecommunications, water resources development and agriculture.

 
 
The combined talent resource of the four partners totals well over 3,500 people, all outstanding professionals in their particular field of specialization, which can be drawn on for the specific needs of any ECO-CEC projects, large or small.

 
 
The expertise and experience at the disposal of ECO-CEC is thus the sum total of the expertise and experience of its share-holders, which, if a project so demands, can be bolstered and added to by hiring suitable expertise or by meaningful associations with specialist firms.

 
ECO-CEC SHARE HOLDERS

 
  NESPAK

National Engineering Services Pakistan (Pvt.) Ltd, generally known as NESPAK, is Pakistan’s premier consultancy organization and was established in 1973 as a private limited company in the public sector. The underlying objective for the creation of NESPAK was the desire of the Government to achieve self-sufficiency and reduce dependence on foreign consultants in the engineering consultancy field.

 
 
NESPAK started with professional staff strength of about 20 employees but had to expand very rapidly to meet the enormous work load it was able to generate for itself. It has now a total staff strength of about 2500, including over 1500 professionals, 150 of whom hold M.Sc. and Ph.D. degrees mostly from foreign universities. NESPAK is ranked among the top 200 international engineering consultancy firms of the world.

 
 
NESPAK provides highly specialized technical consultancy services to its clients at home and abroad in the fields of water resources development, transportation systems, power generation, transmission and distribution and, architecture and planning public health and environmental engineering; engineering for industry; heating, ventilation, air-conditioning and refrigeration; agriculture, livestock and fisheries; computer applications and surveying and mapping.

 
 
NESPAK is registered with a number of international funding agencies like to World Bank, Asian Development Bank, Islamic Development Bank, UNDP, etc, and with many overseas clients/executing agencies.

 
 
In Pakistan, NESPAK has so far undertaken over 1750 projects, the cumulative cost of which is around Rs. 1560 billion. It has also rendered professional services on 188 overseas projects in 18 countries including Abu Dhabi, Saudi Arabia, Oman, Iran, Iraq, Nigeria, Nepal, Republic of Yemen, Somalia, Tanzania, Benin, Gambia, Guinea, Sudan, Tajikistan, Azerbaijan, Senegal, Sierra Leone and Kazakhstan.

 

TUMAS

Since its founding in 1969 with the encouragement of State Planning Organization, TUMAS has been a leader in the development of engineering services in Turkey. With its ever-growing staff led by a group of permanent, experienced key personnel, MAS has successfully performed far reaching engineering services for a multitude of jobs, large and small.

 
 
The main objective for the establishment of TUMAS was to develop Turkish engineering capacity. Thus, TUMAS has, from the start, strived to achieve this objective, putting emphasis on specializing in engineering for industrial plants and facilities.

 
Industrial planning and services related to realization of industrial projects still constitute the foremost and the most broadly developed fields of activity of TUMAS. The efforts in this respect have often led TUMAS to successful collaboration with foreign engineering and consulting organizations possessing patents and special know-how. Such joint work has resulted in the transfer of technology to Turkey in a pronounced way. Thus, it became increasingly possible to render, in Turkey, services obtained previously from abroad.

 
 
Today, TUMAS is a well-qualified and experienced engineering firm in performing the required services in all branches of engineering. TUMAS has during the past 28 years already completed some 750 jobs totaling approximately 7,200.000 man-hours.

  
TUMAS with its manpower capacity and its accumulated experience is the biggest engineering firm in Turkey and will be in a unique position to provide all the required engineering services in house. The existing number of technical personnel of  TUMAS reflects an annual manpower capability of 100,000 man hours.

 
 
TUMAS provides highly specialized technical consultancy services in the fields of petrochemical industry, oil and gas fertilizer, sugar, chemical, cellulose and paper, iron and steel, food and agro-industry. It also provides engineering & consultancy services in the fields of crude oil, products & natural gas, infrastructure, plant utilities and off-sites, electronics, telecommunications and system engineering, purchasing, inspection and expediting services and site supervision and control services.

  
TUSTAS

 
Tustas Sinai Tesisler A.S. (TUSTAS, Industrial Plants Corp.) is a leading engineering consulting firm in Turkey established in 1970, with 64% states and 36% private sector participation. As a result of long years of successful operation the company has gradually increased its capital to TL 95,000,000,000 as of 1997.
TUSTAS has produced approximately 9,611,000 man-hours of engineering consulting services as of 1997. Consequently projects and investments amounting to US$ 11,2 billion have been realized and broad experience and knowledge have been accumulated in the company through its senior, expert and professional staff.

 
 
TUSTAS has reached a high level of know-how and experience due to the fact that its is organized to meet all requirements in the area of design, engineering and consultancy, by combining the services of various technical units, for all kinds of facilities or institutions covering a range from the smallest and simplest ones to the largest and most complex ones, continuously and of the highest quality. TUSTAS renews itself continuously and keeps itself up-to-date by following the improvements in the technology worldwide. TUSTAS has proved itself to private and public institutions in Turkey, as well as to foreign companies, with the quality of its services.

  
The engineering consulting services of TUSTAS are focused on manufacturing industry, including iron, and steel, non ferrous metals, metallic products, food, textiles and garments, leather & leather products, rubber, plastics, chemicals, fertilizers, cement, machinery, agricultural tools & machinery, highway vehicles, mining for metals and non-metals and mineral beneficiation; irrigation and agriculture including livestock and forestry; energy; transportation by road, rail or sea; and infrastructure development.

 
 
In addition to all of its experience and accumulation, TUSTAS has adapted itself to the fast changing world technology. It has gained experience in selection of developing technologies and their adaptation to Turkey.

  
PIDEC 

 
 
Petrochemical Industries Design and Engineering Co., a leading engineering design and consultancy company in oil, gas and petrochemical industries was established in 1985 as one of the subsidiaries of National Petrochemical Company of Iran (NPC).

 
In 1994, however, it was transferred, as a private company, to the holding of the Erection and Construction Company (ECC) which was established in August 1989 also with the blessings of the National Petrochemical Company of Iran for the implementation of its projects.

 
 
PIDEC is the leading Iranian company in the field of engineering consultancy. The most skillful and well-trained technical staff are organized to utilize the latest tools including computer aided design techniques for the execution of oil, gas, petrochemical, power plants and generally, all industrial projects from feasibility studies, to engineering, and supervision during equipment supply, construction, commissioning, and start-up.

 
 
PIDEC makes full use of its own technical expertise, or draws upon the experience gained by ECC, to carry out studies and execution of new projects, or the expansion, renovation and rehabilitation, or any type of investigation or technical services for existing plants in operation, both for onshore and offshore.

  
The company is committed to apply Total Quality Management (T.Q.M) and the ISO 9000 requirements/quality to be able to fully respond to the client expectations in each project in conformity with the latest international standards and competitive price.

 
 
Working capacity of 700,000 man- hours per year enables PIDEC to take the full responsibility of large and important projects.

  
PIDEC has also at times entered into technical collaboration with renowned companies from around the world to bolster its expertise in certain areas of deficient expertise. Major areas of activity of PIDEC are; oil, gas and petrochemical industries plants, oil refineries, gas plants, power plants, oil & gas pipelines, chemical, agricultural and textile and pharmaceutical industries and off shore projects.

 
 
Till date, PIDEC has successfully completed major projects in Iran, such as Menthol and Chlor Alkali Plants as Shiraz Petrochemical Complex, Ahwaz Carbon Black, Aromatics Plant of Esfahan Petrochemical Complex, design of off sites and utilities of Khorasan, Petrochemical Complex, Uremia Crystal Melamine Plant and Aromatics Plant of BIPC.

	IV-ECO OTHER NEWS




ECO Secretary General Awarded 

 by the President of Kyrgyz Republic

H.E. Mr. Önder Özar, Secretary General of the Economic Cooperation Organization was awarded with the Honorary Letter of the Kyrgyz Republic for his significant contribution to the development and strengthening of cultural and socio-economic relations between the Economic Cooperation Organization and Kyrgyzstan. H.E. Mr. Askar Akayev, President of the Kyrgyz Republic, signed the decree relating to the award on 8th June 2000.

H. E. Mr. Mukun Aseinov, Ambassador of the Kyrgyz Republic in Tehran held on 17th June 2000 a reception in his residence to mark the event.

ECO Secretary General

Briefed

The Foreign Ministers

Of the Organization of the Islamic Conference


H. E. Mr. Önder Özar, Secretary General of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) attended as observer the 27th session of the Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers, held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, on 27-30 June 2000. The Secretary General of the ECO made a statement to the plenary session of the Conference, highlighting the main events and achievements of the Organization during the last one year, including the 6th ECO Summit Meeting held in Tehran on 10 June 2000.


The Secretary General of the ECO, in his Statement, also underlined the salient projects to be carried out in priority sectors such as transport and communications, trade and investment, and energy with the financial and technical support of the Islamic Development Bank.


The Conference adopted, iter-alia, a resolution on the cooperation between the Organization of the Islamic Conference and Economic Cooperation Organization.


It may be recalled that the ECO enjoys observer Status in the Organization of the Islamic Conference and a Memorandum of Understanding between these two Organizations had been signed on 30 September 1994. 

UNDP Regional Symposium

on Sustainable Development of Desert Communities

Under the auspices of UNDP a Symposium on Sustainable Development of Desert Communities (SDDC) was held in Yazd (Iran) from 16 to 18 May 2000. The Symposium was attended by the ECO Secretary General and the  UNDP Assistant Administrator and Regional Director for Asia and the Pacific. Delegates from ECO Member countries were also presented. The Symposium was inaugurated by the Deputy Minister for Jehad-e-Sazandegi and Head of Forestry and Range Organization of the Islamic Republic of Iran.   Secretary General ECO also made a short statement underscoring the need to evolve strategies for sustainable development of desert areas of the ECO region and the need for effective coordination and collaboration between the governmental agencies and the desert communities, and NGOs.

The Symposium enabled the participants to exchange their experiences concerning the use of the traditional and modern techniques for sustainable development of the desert communities. Useful recommendations for enhancing sustainability of the resources of deserts in the region being threatened with desertification and natural resource depletion were formulated during the Symposium.

OECD/ESCAP Workshop

on Key Economic Indicators

The ECO Secretariat delegation participated in the Workshop jointly organized by OECD and ESCAP Secretariats on Key Economic Indicators held in Bangkok-Thailand from 22-25 May 2000. The main objective of the Workshop was to introduce OECD System of Leading Indicators and also to exchange knowledge and practices of the National Statistical Offices (NSO) in the OECD and ESCAP regions on  appropriate key economic indicators for the preparation of social programmes in different socio-economic sectors, forecasting and construction of anti-crisis actions and economic policy making in general.

The workshop was attended by representatives of some ESCAP countries and as well as the International Labour Organization (ILO) and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). From ECO region two countries were represented.

The OECD Secretariat presented working papers describing the summary practices of the OECD countries and international standards on all the topics covered in the workshop and participants had also provided country papers on their practice and experience in generating these key indicators. The Workshop made certain recommendations to improve the international comparability of key economic indicators. 

ECO Web Site


The Secretariat of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) is pleased to announce its Web Site, which has recently been published in the Internet. The address of the Web Site is:

www.ecosecretariat.org


The ECO Web Site contains useful information about the history of the organization, its organizational structure, annual calendar of events, programmes, projects, agreements, press releases and other important publications. Basic documents including its charter, important statistics and economic indicators of the Member States are also contained. 

Valuable information is also available on the recent 10th ECO Council of Ministers meeting and the 6th ECO Summit held on 8th and 10th June 2000 respectively in Tehran-Iran. 

ECO New Publications

The following two publications have recently been published by the ECO Secretariat and will be distributed to the Member States and relevant regional / international organizations:

1-Annual Economic Report on the ECO Member States.

This publication contains country profile, economic outlook, and socio-economic statistics of ECO Member States.

2- MOUs and Agreements with the International/Regional Organizations and Agencies.

    The text of MOUs and Agreements signed between ECO and regional /international organizations during 1990s and also ECO-UN resolutions in 1990s are compiled in this booklet as a source of information and ready reference.

Library New Acquisitions

The following is a selection of books received by the ECO Library during the first quarter of the year 2000:

· Global Development Finance- World Bank, 1999

· Agriculture and the Environment: Perspective on Sustainable Rural Development- World Bank 1998

· World Economic Outlook- IMF 1999

· Oil and Natural Gas Resources and Potential in North-East Asia- ESCAP 1999

· Innovating for Success in the Export of Services: A handbook- ITC 1999

· Export Credit Insurance and Guarantee Schemes: A practical guide for developing and transition economies-1998-ITC

· Export Quality Management: Resource material for training activities-1999-ITC

· Trade in Information Technology Products and WTO Agreements: Current situation and views of exporters in developing countries-1999-ITC

· Business Guide to the General Agreement on Trade in Services-1999-ITC

· Kazakhstan  Human Development Report : Challenges for 2000, UNDP 2000

· Human Development Report of the Islamic Republic of Iran,1999(Iran/UNDP) 

· Kazakhstan Country Forecast 1999-2000, EIU publication

· Turkey Country Forecast 1999-2000, EIU publication

· Pakistan Country Forecast 1999-2000, EIU publication

· Kazakhstan Country Profile 2000, EIU publication

· Iran Country Forecast 1999-2000, EIU publication

· Central Asia : Political Situation and Economic Opportunities, Rahmat Shah Afridi, Pakistan

· Central Asia: Internal and External Dynamics, Institute of Regional Studies,  Pakistan

· Europa World Yearbook 1999

· Building Applications with Microsoft Outlook 2000

· Microsoft Access 2000 Development

· Running Microsoft Office 2000

· Microsoft Word 2000

· International Economic Integration- Routlege 1998

· Introduction to Macroeconomics- Dryden Press 1999

· Intermediate Microeconomics, Dryden Press 2000

· The European Union and East Asia: An economic relation , Routlege 1999

· European Monetary Integration 1958-2002, Routledge 1998

· Economic Integration in Nafta and the EU, Macmilan Press 1999

· Economics : Private and Public Choice, Dryden Press 2000

· Human Development Under Transition, UNDP 1998

· Studies in Trade and Investment: Non-tariff measures with potentially restrictive market, ESCAP 2000

· Transition Report 1999: Economic transition in central and eastern Europe, the Baltic states and the CIS- EBRD

· Managing the Oil Wealth: OPEC's windfalls and picfalls

Published by I. B Tauris - 1999

    -    
Environmental Performance Reviews: Turkey-OECD 1999

    -
Turkmenistan: Recent Economic Developments/ IMF 1999

· Republic of Tajikistan: Recent Economic Development/ IMF 2000

· Republic of Uzbekistan: Recent Economic Development/IMF 2000

· Turkey: Selected Issues and Statistical Appendix/ IMF 2000

· Republic of Kazakhstan: Selected Issues and Statistical Appendix/IMF 2000
 

· Energy Efficiency: Compendium of Energy Conservation Legislation in Countries of Asia and Pacific Region-1999-ESCAP

· Interrelationship between Trade and Environment in Asia and the Apcific-1999-ESCAP

· Strategic Environmental Planning-1999-ESCAP

· Institutional Development for Investment Promotion and Technology Transfer-1999-ESCAP

· Energy, Environment and Sustainable Development Vols. II & III-Energy Resources Development Series- 1999-ESCAP

· Private Sector Development and Privatization in the Industrial Sector in Selected Central Asian Economies in Transition-1998-ESCAP

· Utilizing Industrial Complementarities in an era of the open regionalism-1999-ESCAP

· United Nations Statistical Yearbook for Asia and the Pacific-1999-ESCAP

· Developing Economies in the 21st Century: The Challenges of Globalization- 2000-Japan External Trade Organization.

